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CONSTITUTION 
OF THE 


AMERICAN BAPTIST HOME MISSION SOCIETY. 


Articte I. This Society shall be called the American Baptist Home Mission 
SOCIETY. | 

-ArticLe II. The great object of this Society shall be to promote the preaching of 
the Gospel in North America. 

ArticLe III. Any person may become a member of this Society by contributing 
annually to its funds: thirty dollars paid at one time shall constitute a member for life; 
one hundred dollars paid at one time shall constitute a director for life; and any person — 
on paying a sum which, in addition to any previous contribution, shall amount to one 
hundred dollars, shall be a director for life; and any Baptist Church or Association, or 
State Convention, or Missionary Society, that contributes annually to the objects of 
this Society, shall be entitled to be represented by one or more delegates in its annual 
meetings. 

ArticLe IV. The officers of this Society shall be a President, Vice-Presidents, a 
Treasurer, an Auditor, a Corresponding Secretary, a Recording Secretary, and fifty Di- 
rectors, who shall be annually appointed by the Society. 

Articte V. The Officers and Life Directors shall appoint an Executive Committee 
of thirteen persons, exclusive of the Treasurer, the Corresponding Secretary, the 
Recording Secretary and Auditor, residing in the city of New-York and its vicinity. 
The Treasurer, the Corresponding Secretary, Recording Secretary and Auditor, shall 


be members ex-officio of the Executive Committee, five of whom shall be a quorum at 


any méeting regularly convened. This Committee shall have power to appoint its own 
meetings, form its own rules of business, and fill any vacancies which may occur during 
the year, and convene special meetings of the Board and of the Society; shall appoint 
missionaries, and instruct them as to the field and manner of their labours; shall dis- 
pose of the funds for the objects of the Society, provided that all moneys contributed 
for any specific purpose shall be faithfully applied only to that particular object; shall 
ereate such agency or agencies for the appointment of missionaries and for other pur- 
poses as the interests of the Society may require; and shall make an annual report of 
their proceedings to the Society. All the Officers, Executive Committee, Agents and 


. Missionaries of the Society shall be members of some regular Baptist Church, in gene- 


val union with the body of that denomination. 
ArticLte VI. The Treasurer shall give bonds to such amount as the Executive 
Committee shall think proper. 3 
ArticLe VII. Any Baptist Missionary Society may become auxiliary, by agreeing 
to pay into the treasury of this Society the whole of its surplus funds, and sending to 
the Corresponding Secretary a copy of its constitution and annual reports, mentioning 
the names of its missionaries, and the fields of their operations. oP 
_Articte VIII. Every Auxiliary Society who shall agree to pay the whole of its 
finds to this Society, shall be entitled to a missionary or missionaries, to labour in such’ 
field as it may designate, to an amount at least equal to that of its contributions: pro- 
vided such designation be made at the time of payment. __ 
ArticLe IX. The officers of Auxiliary Societies shall be ez-afficio Directors of 
this Society, and their members shall be members of this Society. , | 
ArticLe X. The annual meeting of the Society shall be held at such time and 
place, as the Society shall determine at a previous annual meeting, or as the Executive 
Committee shall determine. 
_ArticLe XI. No alteration of this Constitution shall be made without an affirma- 
tive vote of two-thirds of the members present at an annual meeting; nor, unless the 


same shall have been proposed at a previous annual meeting, or recommended by the 
Executive Committee. 
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LIST OF LIFE DIRECTORS AND LIFE MEMBERS. 


LIFE DIRECTORS, 
CONSTITUTED BY THE PAYMENT OF ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS OR UPWARDS. 
A 


Rev. Jonathan Aldrich, Worcester, Mass. by his church and congregation 


Rev. Joseph Ballard, South Berwick, Maine, by his church 
“ Rufus Babcock, D. D. of Philadelphiat 
Iveson L. Brooks, Woodville, S. C. 
Rev. Matthew Bolles, Boston, Mass. 
Matthew Bolles, jr. Boston, Mass. 
Hon. N. Brown, Providence, R. I. 
Rey. John N. Brown, Exeter, by the Federal-street Baptist church 
“ John Blain, Pawtucket, R. I. by the Baptist church 
_ “ James Barnaby, by the 2d church and congregation, Lowell, Mass. 
V. J. Bates, by Ladies’ Western Asso. Providence, R. I. 


C 
*Nathaniel R. Cobb, Esq. Boston, Mass. 
Rev. Pharcellus Church, by 2d church in Providence 
“ Spencer H. Cone, by Oliver-street church, New-York 
“ Daniel Chessman, by the Baptist church, Lynn, Mass. . 
“ John Cookson, by the Baptist church, Middletown, Con. 
William B. Crosby, Esq. New-York 
William Colgate, Esq. New-York 
Rev. Mark Carpenter, Milford, N. H. by his church and congregation 
*« Luther Crawford, New-York, by the Pine-street Baptist church in Providenee 
Wm. Crane, Baltimore, Maryland 
Thomas Cooper, Esq. Eatonton, Ga. - 
Rey. Duncan Dunbar, New-York, by his church and congregation 
*“ Gustavus F. Davis, Hartford, Conn. . 
“ John L. Dagg, by 5th church and congregation, Philadelphia 
“ Daniel Dodge, by 1st Baptist church and congregation, Newark, N. J. 
“ John Dowling, New-York, by the 2d Baptist church in Newport, R. I. 
James Douglas, Esq. Cavers, Scotland 
A. Dockery, Esq. Dockery’s Store, Richmond county, N. C. 
Rev. S. J. Drake, Rahway, N. J. by R. W. Martin 
Thomas T. Devan, M. D. New-York city 


Rey. Daniel Eldridge, Utica, by his church 
F 


"Rey. E. Foster, Amesbury, Mass. by his church and congregation 
“ E. W. Freeman, by 1st Baptist church and congregation, Lowell, Mass. 
“ Richard Fuller, Beaufort, S. C. 


“ J.C. Furman, by the Welch Neck church, on Society Hill, S. C. 
G 


Mr. George C. Germond, New-York 

Rev. A. D. Gillett, Philadelphia, by his church and congregation 

William E. Garrett, Esq. Philadelphia 

Rey. Jonathan Going, Ohio, by the church in Worcester, Mass. 
H 


Rev. Wm. Hague, by 1st church in Boston 
J.G. Hall, Tennessee, for services rendered 
Benjamin M. Hill, by 1st Baptist church in Troy | 
Leland Howard, by 1st Baptist church and congregation, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Jesse Hartwell, by Darlington and Ebenezer churches,S.C. 
S. P. Hill, Baltimore, by his church 


* Dead. | | 
| uw not otherwise stated, Directors and Members were constituted such by their own pay- 


Rev. O. T. Hammond, Tallahassee, Florida 
_ Addison Hall, by Morattica and = 


4 


ico churches, Lancaster county, Va 
Rey. George B. Ide, Boston, Mass. by Ladies of Federalatreet church 


Bela Jacobs, by 1st Baptist church in Cambridge, Mass. 


J. B. Jeter, by 1st Baptist church, Richmond, Va. 


Henry Jackson, by 1st Baptist church ~ Charlestown, Mass. 


C. O. Kimball, Methuen, Mass. 


*Rev. James D. Knowles, Newton, by 2d Baptist church, Boston 


Rev. Wm. Leverett, by Baptist church in Roxbury, Massachusetts 


“cc 


Wm. Laws, Accomac, Va.. 


Hon. Heman Lincoln, Boston, Mass. 


Ebenezer Loomis, Connecticut 


“James H. Linsley, by Baptist church in Stratford, Con. . 


Rev. Howard Malcom, Boston, by his church and congregation 
‘“« Archibald Maclay, New-York, by church in Mulberry-street 

John A. Miller, Esq. of New-York 

Stephen B. Munn, Esq. of New-York 


Rey. 


sé 


Wm. H. Merritt, Chapel Hill, N. C. | 
John Middleton, New-York, by his church 


C. D. Mallary, Milledgeville, Ga. by the Central Association 


John C. Murphy, by friends in New-York 


Joel Marble, Worcester, Mass. by Mrs. Esther Waters 
Pardon Miller, by 1st Baptist church, Providence, R. I. 
N | 


Isaae Newton, Esq. New-York 
Rev. George Northam, by the Hermitage and Zoar chrches, Va. 


Rev. David Orr, Arkanssas, by Ladies’ Western Association, Providence, R. I. 
Rev. R. E. Pattison, Providence, R. I. by his church and congregation 


Wn. Parkinson, New-York, by 1st church and congregation 


G. B. Perry, Philadelphia, by his church 


D. Packer, Mount Holly, Vermont, by his church 


Jacob Price, Edwardsburg, Mich. 


Rev. J. L. Richmond, Conneaut, Ohio 
Charles L. Roberts, Esq. New-York 


Rev. 
sé 


Caleb B. Shute, Boston, by Lede At Federal-street church | 
Daniel Sharp, Boston, by his church and congregation 


Orson Spencer, by Deep River “ 
Henry Stanwoed, Bristol, Con. 
Charles G. Sommers, New-York, “ 
Baron Stow, Boston, 4 


A. Sherwood, Ga. 


is 


Charles W. Skinner, Esq. eae, N.C. 
Rey. William Shadrach, Alleghanytown, Pa. 


‘¢ John Smitzer, by his church and co 
John S. Skinner, Esq. Windsor, Vt. 


Rev. Charles Train, Framingham, Massachusetts, by his church and congregation 


Mr. William Tripp, Beaufort, South Carolina 
William Tracy, Esq. of New-York — 
Dr. William H. Turpin, Augusta, Georgia 


* Rev. William G. Trask, Taunton, Massachusetts, by his church and congregation 
‘Timothy G. Tingley, Foxborough, Massachusetts, as 


‘Arthur Train, 


ngregation 


J. B. Taylor, by 2d Baptist church, Richmond, Va, 


Haverhill, Massachusetts, by his church 
_ John M. Timmons, Effingham, South Carolina 


Stuart Mollan Taylor,*“New-York city, by John R. Ludlow, Esq. 
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_ Francis Wayland, D. D. by students of Brown University 
yi T. seth Lyme, Connecticut, by Miss E. Peck 
Randell Whidden, Esq. Calais, Me. | | uh 
Rev. F. Augustus Willard, Worcester, Massachusetts, by his church and congregation 
Nathan Wildman, Weston, Connecticut 


William R. Williams, New-York, 
Bartholomew T. Welch, D. D. Albany, 


J, C. Welch, Warren, Rhode Island 


LIFE MEMBERS. 
Constituted by the payment of Thirty Dollars or upwards. 


| A 
Rey. M. Allen, New-York . | | 
“ J, §. Anderson, by his church, Stonington Point, Ct. _ 
“ Rey. George B..Atwell, West Woodstock, Conn. by his church and congreg ation 
“ Alvin Ackerly, Hadlyme, | 
H. Austin, Garborough, N. C. | 
Rev. Jno, Armstrong, Wake Forest, N. C. 
John T. Anderson, of Virginia 


Elder Wm. Biddle, by his church, Stamford, Ct. ape! 
Mr. Joseph Banvard, Salem, Mass. by Rev. Charles G. Sommers, N. Y. 
Mrs. R. M. P. Banvard, by 2d Baptist Church, Salem, Mass. 
Rev. Nathan D. Benedict, by 1st Baptist Church, Woodstock, Conn. 

“ David Burroughs, by his church, Cornish,N. H. | | 
“Rev. Thomas Barrett, Webster, Mass. by his church and congregation ~ 
“ Joseph G. Binney, West Bolyston, Mass. 


“ Job B. Boomer, Sutton, Mass. 
“ George Benedict, N. Y. city, 
“ Asa Bronson, Fall River, Mass. caches 
“ D.C. Bolles, Southbridge, Mass. 
“ John Butler, North Yarmouth, Maine, 
“ Wm. Bowen, Westboro, Mass. = 
Pierpont Brockett, Essex, Conn. “ 


Col. Charles Brockway, Broadalbin, N. 
Rey. Ebenezer Briggs, Middleboro, Mass. by Old Colony B. M. Society 
“ Appleton Belknap, Mass. by his church. ! 
Mr. Charles D. Belden, New York city way 
Rey. Jacob H. Brouner, New-York city, by his church and congregation 
Mrs. Sarah Butler, Lansingburgh, New-York oi, 
Rev. David Bernard, by the 16th church and congregation, New-York 
“ John J. Beck, Coosawhatchie, S. C. i 
S. Blanding, M. D. Columbia, S. C. 
Rev. Wm. H. Brisbane, Charleston, S.C. 
“ W. Q. Beattie, Dist. $. C. by Mechanicville church 
Peter Balen, by the East aptist church, New-York city | 
Uriah Benedict, Esq. Pawtucket, R. I. 
Rev. Daniel Bartlett, China, Me. by. R. Whidden, Esq. 
Mrs. Lucy Blain, New-York, by her husband | 
Miss Mar Blain, New-York, by her father 
Rev. John illings, Addison, Me. by his church and congregation 
Mrs. Betsey Billings, Addison, Me. by church and congregation » 
Rev. A. G. Battle, Nashville, N. C. : 
George Beardall, Coman’s Well, Va. 
William Brown, Ganett’s P. O, Va. 
Lewis Bond, Windsor, N.C. 
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Elisha Bostick, Bostick’s Mills, N. C. 
Elijah Bostick, 
William G. Britton, Britton’s Cross Roads, N.C. | 
William S. Brown, Rich Square, N. C. 
Rev. Alfred Bennett of New-York 7 | 
‘© John H. Baker, Kingston, R I. by the Baptist church in Lebanon, Conn. 
George Bendall, Virginia es 
Sally W. Bailey, of Virginia, by her husband, Jonathan Bailey 
Lavey Bidgood, Va. by her husband, Willis D. Bidgood 
Sarah A. Bars, by her husband, Jacob F. Bars 
Rey. John O. Birdsall, of Ohio, by his church 
‘‘ Benjamin Brierly, by Baptist church, Sommersworth, N. H. 
Rev. Wm. F Broaddus, by Ladies of M. Salem church 
Mrs. Mary Ann Broaddus, by her husband, the Rev. Wm. F. B. Va. 
“« Emily M. A. Brown, by her husband, Fauquier county, Va. 
Rev. John Bird, by Mattapony and Exol — a 


Rev. James Cusick, (a Tuscarora chief,) by contribution at the session of the New- 
York Convention at Auburn | : | 
Rey. J. Chaplin, D. D. by his church, Wilmington, Ct. 
‘** J. O. Choules, by his church, Buffalo, N. Y. 
“« L.B. Cole, by Female D. M. S. Hopkinton, N. H. 
“« §. Chase, Mich. by Youth’s D. M.S. Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Joseph Colby, Esq. by B. church and congregation, New-London, N. H. 
Mrs. A. S. E. Crawford, by her husband, through the Youth’s D. M. S, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
*Rev. John Chase, Brookfield, Mass. by his church and congregation | 
‘¢ Otis Converse, Grafton, Mass. es 
“* J.C. Collom, by Fem. M. S. of the 2d Baptist church, Danbury, Conn. 
Captain John Cavis, Lowell, Mass. __ : 
Rev. Henry Clark, Seakonk, Mass. by his church 
M. Coleman, Byron, 
“ B. Cook, jr. Willimantic, Conn. by Fem. M.S. 
Mr. George Colgate, New-York city 
Mr. John Colgate, 
Mr. Ebenezer Cauldwell, New-York city 
Mr. Richard M. Crane, Newark, N. J. 
Mrs. M. Callom, New-York city 
J.C. Crane, Esq. Baltimore 
Richard Carney, Portsmouth, Va. 
Rev. Thomas B, Creath, Parkam’s Store, Sussex county, Va. 
Dr. Wm. M. Ovenshaw, Wake Forest, N. C. 
_ A. Chambers, Stiles’ Mills, N. C. 7 
Rey. Andrew M. Craig, Bertie county, N. C. 
“* Origen Crane, Newton, Upper Falls, Mass. by Miss Eliza Jameson 
Thomas Creath, Virginia | 
‘¢ Lewis Colby, by friends in South Berwick, Me. 3 
Mrs. Sarah Carter, by her husband, Rev. John Carter, Henrico county, Va. 
Rev. L. Covell, by the Stephentown Association 
James M. Challis, by Lower Dublin Baptist church, Pennsylvania _ 
D 


Rev. Thomas Driver, Dedham, Mass. by his church 
Francis Darrow, Waterford, Conn. 
Mr. J. W. Donallen, East Cambridge, Mass. by 2d church 
Rev. Orrin Dodge, by 2d Sand Lake church and congregation 
‘ Jonathan Davis, Fairfield District, S. C. | 
_ Isaac Davis, Esq. Worcester, Mass. | 
Rey. C. B. Davis, Newton, Upper Falls, Mass. by a friend 
: Bethel, N. C. 
v. les W. Denison, Wilmington, Del. by church and co tion. 
Q. A. Dodge, Lexington, Mass. 
William W. Dickinson, Va. —~ 
Judith Duvall, of Virginia, by her husband, Benjamin Duyall 
Elizabeth E. Duncan, of Va. 
Elizabeth T. Dabney, Virginia 
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E 
Dr. James Estep, Penn. by three ladies in Sansom-steet church, Philadelphia 
Rev. George Evans, by his church, Goffstowu, N. H. | 
“ Samuel Everett, by his church in Salisbury, N. H. 
Ebenezer Elmer, Esq. Bridgeton, Cumberland county, N. J, 
Mr. Silas J. Evans, New-York | 
Rev. John Ellis, of New-York city 
Mrs. M. Ellis, of do 
Martin Eaton, Petersburg, Va. ’ 


Mrs. H. Ford, Philadelphia, by her husband ; 
Rey. Simon Fletcher, by Baptist church, Bridport, Vt. 
Rev. Abiel Fisher, Sturbridge, Mass. by his church 
“ Timothy W. Freeman, by South Baptist church, New-York city | 
“ Jonathan E. Forbush, Attleborough, Mass. by his church and congregation 


“ Jos. Freeman, Cavendish, Vermont, " 
Samuel Fogg, Topsham, Maine 
“ Joshua Fletcher, Saratoga, N. Y. 
“ Leonard Fletcher, Great Valley, Pennsylvania “ 


Mr. William Fitch, of New-York 
James Frost, Wake county, N.C. 
Cader Felton, Hertford, N. C. : | 
Susan P. Farrar, Virginia, by her husband, Stephen Farra: 
“ Sophia Fishback, by her husband, Fauquier county, Virginia. 
G 


Mrs. Betsey K. Gibbs, Sullivan, N. H. 
“Lucy T. Going, Ohio, by Y. D. M. Society, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Rey. John Greene, Leicester, Mass. by his church 
Mr. David R. Griggs, Boston, Mass. 
Rev. Zelotes Grenell, New-York, by church in Westown, N. York _ 
“ James Gilpatrick, Bluehill, Maine, by his church 7 
James Grow, Thompson, Connecticut 
Mr. William Grummon, Newark, N. J. 
Rey. Calvin, Greenleaf, by a few friends 
““ John W. Gibbs, by a few friends 
Mr. John Gardner, of Newark, N. J. 
Mr. Joshua Gilbert, of New-York 
Rev. Ezra Going, Pennsylvania 
“ S. Gregory, New-Milford, by Franklin, Association 
Mrs. Nancy B. Going, Philadelphia 
Captain J. Going, Hinsdale, N. Y. by his eldest son 
_ Rev. A. Goodell, Somersworth, New-Hampshire, by his church 
“ J. R. Goodno, Campton " by his peope 
John Gatting, Edenton, N. C. ‘ 
Rev. J . M. Graves, Springfield, Mass. by the Baptist churck in Ludlow, Vt 
Hiram Gear, Marietta, O. by church, Foxborough, Mass. 
H 


Mrs. N. Hunt, Sharon, Conn. Es 
Rey. Elijah Hutchinson, by Female M. S. Windsor, Vt. 
Mrs. E. Hutchinson, by 
C. W. Houghton, Esq. New-York city | 
Hoss Theodore Harding, Horton, N. Scotia, by Mrs. S. Whidder 
igs Humphrey, Esq. Albany, New-York 
Benjamin Halsted, New-York city 
Mr. George W. Houghton “ 
Rev. Josiah Hawes, Topsham, Maine, by his church 
Nathaniel Harvey, Meriden, Conn. = | 
Daniel Hascall, Hamilton, New-York, by Mrs. Alice Hascall 
Elisha D. Hubbell, Clifton Park, New-York, by his church 
Harris, Burnthills, New-York 
, 21m. Hutchinson, Amenia, New-York, by his church 
Charles J. Hopkins, Salem, New-J ersey,., 


“ J.C. Harrison, Bri eton, Cumberland co. N. J. “ 2 . 


| 
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‘son Houghton, Esq. Milton, Mass. by his sons 
wg 28 T. Hill, by the church and congregation, Plainfield, N. J. 
Mr. Andrew Hopper, of Paterson, N. J. | 7 
Rev. H. H. Haff, Vt. by his church 
Turner Ham, Bertie co. N. C. 
A. G. Hinton, Chatham, N. C. 
Rev. William Hooper, Chapel Hill, N. C. 
* Rev. John Holroyd, Danvers, Mass. 4 
Elizabeth J. Harris, Virginia, by her husband, Zechariah Harris 
Rev. Wm. D. Hires, of Middletown, N. J. by his church 

I 


Rev. Silas IIsley, by Y. D. M. S. Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Edward James, Esq. Albany, N. Y.. 
Henry Jarrott, Jarrott’s P. 0. Va. 
Nicholas Jarrott, “ 
John B. Jones, Esq. Boston 
Mr. Charles P. Jacobs, Paterson, New-Jersey 
Rev. Timothy Jackson, Deckertown, by his church : 
“ Wm. B. Johnson, D. D. Edgefield Court House, S. C. by Females of his church 
‘‘ Adoniram Judson, Bwmah, by Enon Baptist church, Cincinnati, O. 
‘‘ Matthew Jones, by tht Stephentown Association 
‘‘ T. Joul, Lebanon, N.Y. by his church 
David Justice, Wake county, N.C. 
Rev. John Jennings, Beverey, Mass. — 
Mrs. Ann Timson Jones, byher husband, Rev. Scervant Jones, Williamsburg, Va. 
Rey. Milo P. Jewett, Ala. | 


K 


Wn. W. Keen, Esq. Philadelphia | 
Mr. Josiah Kendall, Dunstable Mass. 
Rev. J. H. Kennard, Philadelphia, by Ladies of his church 
*«« T. J. Kitts, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, by his church 
‘“« Eugenio Kincaid, of Burmah, by contribution at the annual meeting of the Ame- 
rican Baptist Home Mission Society, in Oliver-street 
‘¢ Maria C. Kerfoot, by her husband, Loudon county, Va. 
“Louisa Kinmor, Culpepper county, Virginia 


L 


Rev. Zenas L. Leonard, Sturbridge, Mass. by his church 
. “Rev. J. E. Lazell, Worthington, Ohio, by church in Harvard, Mass. 


“ Daniel D. Lewis, Piscatawey, New-Jersey, by his church 

Beriah N. Leach, Middlebury, New-York, by his church 
* “ Peter Ludlow, by a friend to the Society ) 

‘‘ Lebbeus Lathrop, by the church and congregation at Samptown, N. J. 
Col. J. M. Linnard, Esq. Philadelphia , bys} 
Rev. R. P. Lamb, Milo, N. Y. by his church 
P. P. Lawrence, Tarborough, N, C. 3 


Rev. Wm. E. Locke, Massena, by Baptist church in Lebanon, Madison county, N. Y. 


Martha Lifscomb, Virginia, by her husband, David Lifscomb 
Rev. John Logan, of Ill. | 
Sally Lifsey, Virginia 
‘‘ Elizabeth Lowers, by her husband, Frederick county, Virginia 
Mary F. Lane, Va. by her husband, Edward Lane 3 
M 
Rev. Thomas Magee, Lubec, Me. by Mrs. S. Whidden 
‘‘ Edward Manning, Cornwall, N. Scotiaby do 
‘‘ Bradley Miner, Fall River, Mass. by his church 
S. Mallary, Willington, Connecticut 
Mr. Henry Mackeness, New-York city _ 
Rev. Benjamin Manning, Brookfield, Mass. by his church 
Mr. Aaron B. Meeker NewJosey 
n b. Meeker, Elizabethtown, New-Jerse 
Mr. R. W. Martin, New-York city 
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A. M. McIver, Esq. Society Hill, S.C. 
Rev. Henry W. Mahony, by the Piedmont church, S. C. 
“Nicholas Medbury, Watertown, Mass. by church and congregation 
‘© Martin Minor, Walcott, by Mission Societies 
Jesse Mercer, D..D., Georgia 
Col. John B. Miller, Sumterville, S. Carolina 
James McLallan, by Hamilton Missionary Society 
Charles McAllister, Fayetteville, N. C. 
Dr. G. C. Moore, Hertford county, N. C. 
Gen. Joseph Miles, Milesburg, Pa. 
Isaac Moore, of Wantage, N. J. by his church 
Mis. Nancy Moss, by her husband, Loudon county, Virginia 
*Rey. A. R. Martin, by R. W. Martin, Esq, New-York 
Rev. William G. Miller, by the Bethel church and congregation, New-York 
“ Clarence W. Mulford, by the church and congregation, Pemberton, N. J. 
Mr. William D. Murphy, of New-York | 
N 
Rev. D. A. Nichols, Pa. by H. Rankin 
“ Peter Nurse, Ellsworth, Maine, by his church 
“ Noah Norton, Maine, by church in Topsham 
“ Noah Nichols, Rumney, New-Hampshire, by his church 
“ Robert Napier, by Mispah church, South Carolina 
“ Rollin H. Neale, New-Haven, Con. by his church 
G. Northam, Dockerry’s Store, N. C. 3 . 
Alexander Nicholson, Richmond county, N. C. | 
Rev. Professor Newton, Charleston, by Baptist church, in Hallowell, Me. 
Rev. J. G. Naylor, by Middle-street Baptist church in Portsmouth, N. H. 
‘ O 


Rey. D. C. Owen, Ia. by Baptist church, Branchport, N. Y. 
‘‘ John Ormsbee, Westkill, New-York, by his church 


Rev. D. D. Pratt, by 1st Baptist church, Nashua, N. H. 
Mrs. Ann Probyn, New-York city, by her husband 
Rey. J. M. Peck, Rock Spring, IIl. 
“John Paine, Ward, Massachusetts, by his church | 
“ Addison Parker, Sturbridge, Mass. by church and congregation, Southbridge 
Mr. G. W. Platt, New-York city 
Rey. John Parkhurst, Chelmsford, Mass. 
“ William Phillips, Providence, Rhode Island, by his church 
Calvin Philleo, Pawtucket, Rhode Island, by his church 
George Phippin, Suffield, Connecticut, by his church 
Phineas Pillsbury, Nobleboro, Massachusetts, by his church 
Thomas Powell, Milton, New-York, by his church 
Abijah Peck, Clifton Park, 
Rey. F. S. Parke, by the Stephentown Association 
“ Asa H. Palmer 
“ Samuel Pomeroy, by ministers’ meeting, Columbia county, New-York 
Mr. Roger Pegg, of New-York city 
Rev. Darling Peeples, by Ladies of Barnwell church, South Carolina 
“ George Purify, Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
Deacon Jabez Perkins, Topsham, Me. by church in that place | 
Rev, Lemuel Porter, Lowell, Massachusetts, by his church and congregation 
. Q : 


Josiah Quincy, Esq. Rumney, New-Hampshire 
R 


Rev. Samuel Robinson, St. George, N. B. by Mrs. S. Whidden 
Henry Rankin, Reading, Pennsylvania | 
Peter Rankin, Reading, 
Rev, Arthur A. Ross, Centreville, Rhode Island, by his churc 
T. B. Ripley, Bangor, Maine 
John Rogers, Scotch-Plains, New-Jersey 
Rs Ebenezer Rodgers, Howard county, Missouri 
-Joel Richards, Claremont, New-Hampshire 
| 2 
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Rev. Thomas Roberts, Middletown, New-Jersey, by his church 

Dea. Joseph Reynolds, Philadelphia fades 

Rev. Philip Roberts, jun, by the Stephentown Association 
“Aaron Rand, by Amity-street church, New-York 
Thomas Rand, by Amity-street church, New-York 
“Morgan J. Rhees, by the church and congregation at Trenton, New-Jersey 
‘© Joseph L. Robert, by the Black Swamp Baptist church, South Carolina 

Jethro H. Riddick, Sunbury, N. C. 

Nathan Riddick, ne 

William H. Richards, Esq. Philadelphia 

Richard Rose, Virginia 

Hezekiah Shailer, by M.S. in Literary Institution, Suffield, Connecticut 

Rev. N. W. Smith, by 2d Baptist church, Nashua, New-Hampshire 
“Joseph Shepherd, Mount Holly, New-Jersey, by his church and congregation 
*Henry Smalley, Cohansey, New-Jersey 


§, F. Smith, Waterville, Maine 


Mr. Isaiah Spalding, Chelmsford, Massachusetts 
*Hon. Oliver Starkweather, Pawtucket . 
Mr. Charles Sked, A. M. 4 
Rev. Peter Sparks, by the church and congregation, Lyon’s Farms, N. J. 

‘© James M. Stickney, by the church and congregation, do 

“ Joseph Smith, by the church and Society at Fruit Hill, Rhode Island 
Mr. Asa F. Smith, Newton, Upper Falls , 3 : 
Thomas Shaw, Esq. Boston 
Aaron J. Spirey, Brownsville, Tennessee 
Edmund B. Skinner, Perquiman’s county, North Carolina 
Mrs. Elizabeth Sutton, Britton’s Cross Roads, do 
Rev. Reuben Sawyer, New-London, N. H. by his church and congregation 
Mrs. Harriet Saunders, by her husband, William Saunders, Lancaster county, Va. 
Letitia M. Stout, by her husband, Wm. Stout een 
Samuel Smith, Salem, N. J. by his church 3 
Rev D. B. Stout, Middletown, N. J. by his church 


Mr. J. P. Turney, Fairfield, Connecticut, by Mrs. Lydia Sherweod 
Reuben True, Esq. by church in Jeffrey | 
Rev. Joseph D. Taylor, by the Stephentown Association 
Mr. Thomas Thomas, New-York 
Mrs. S. S. Thompson, Pittsborough, North Carolina 
Lewis W. Thompson, Britton’s Cross Roads, North Carolina 
Frederick Tucker, Stony Creek, Virginia 
_ Osgood True, Plainfield, New-Hampshire 
Rey. Peter Thurston, of New-York city, by E. Cauldwell, Esq. 
Vv 


James Vanderpool, Esq. Newark, New-Jersey 
*Rey. Ashley Vaughn, by church and congregation at West Troy, New-York 
‘“‘ Charles Van Loon, by W. Soulden, 5 of Albany 


Rey. S. White, by Baptist church and congregation, Staten Island, New-Yorli 

Mrs. E. White, by do do | 
D. B. L. Wade, Burmah 

Rev. O. Winslow, by Youth’s D. M.S. Brooklyn, New-York 

Nathan Waterman, jr. Esq. Providence, R. I. Sunday School, 1st church 

William Winterton, Esq. New-York city 7 

Mr. Edward Windust do 

Mr. Robert F. Winslow, do 


Rey. John Walker, Sutton, Massachusetts, by his church — 
‘* Daniel Wildman, New-London, Connecticut, by his church 
Rev. Stephen Wilkins, Galway, New-York, by his churc 
G. S. Webb, New-Brunswick, New-J ersey vs 
: Isaac Westcott, Stillwater, New-York _ | 
‘* Jonathan Wade, Burmah, by Enon Baptist church, Cincinnati, Ohic 
Adam Wilson, by Ladies of Baptist church in Saco, Maine 


‘ 
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Rev. Daniel Williams, by Amity-street church, New-York 

Mr. Elijah Withington, New-York 

Isaac D. Wilson, Esq. Society Hill, S. C. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Williams, 6 

Ransom Warner, M. D. by the East Baptist church, New-York city 

Rev. Warham Walker, Shaftsbury, Centre, Vt. by his church and congregation 
John Wood, Hertford, N. C. rid 

Wn. J. Wright, Portsmouth, Virginia 

Rev. D. S. Williams, Clinton, N. C. 

Mrs. J. T. Wood, Hertford, N. C. 

Edward C. Wilson, Elizabeth city, N. C. 

A: Williams, 

Mrs. Sarah Whidden, Calais, Me. 

Mrs. Mary D. Woodward, by her husband, Wm. P. Woodward, Middlesex county, Va. 
J. G. Wasson, Esq. by the 1st Baptist church in Albany 

Mrs. Elizabeth Walker, by Baptist Church Marcus Hook, Pa. 

Joel Walton, Virginia, by himself 


MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING. 


The American Baptist Home Mission Socicty held. its Seventh 
Anniversary in the Meeting house of the Fifth Baptist Church, in 
Sansom-street, Philadelphia, April 26, 1839. | 

Heman Linceln, President, in the chair. 

- The President made an affectionate introductory address to the So- 
ciety. 

Paper by brother Stephen Chapin, of the District of Columbia. 

Ministering brethren were invited to a seat with the Society, and to 
assist in its deliberations. 

- Resolved, That a Committee on elections be appointed. 

The Committee consist of brethren J. C. Harrison, of New-Jersey, 
John Cookson, of Connecticut, Charles O. Kimball, of Massachu- 
setts, George F. Adams, of Maryland, and J. A. Warne, of Philadelphia. 

Resolved, That a Committee on nominations be appointed. 

The Committee are brethren William Colgate, of New-York, L. 
Farwell, of Massachusetts, Rufus Babcock, Jr. of Pennsylvania, Green- 

leaf 8. Webb, of New-Jersey, and John A. Miller, of New-York, _ 
Resolved, That a committee consisting of brethren B. Stow, C. G. 
Sommers, and Eli Ball, be appointed to draft a respectful notice of our 
late Secretary, brother Luther Crawford. © 

The Treasurer read his annual Report. 

As the Auditor was absent, it was Resolved, That brethren R. Pegg, 
of New-York, and R. W. Cushman, of Philadelphia, be a Committee 
to audit the Treasurer’s account. 

John C. Murphy read extracts from the annual report of the Execu- 
tive Committee. | 

Brother J. B. Taylor, of Virginia, presented the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the report which has just been read, be accepted and 
printed, under the revision of the Executive Committee. : 
Pihcums Taylor, supported the above resolution by a very acceptable 
address, 


| 
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He remarked the destitution of our country, and stated that Louisville, with a popu- 
lation of 30,000 persons, had, until recently, but one Baptist Church. He said that the 
Society was justly appreciated in Virginia, and urged the importance of extending its 
efforts, from a consideration of the responsibility resting on us, as the supporters of the 

ordinances, as they were delivered to the Saints. Adverting to the cause of Home Mis- 
sions in Virginia, he said that a few years since, they could support only three or four 
months missionary labour, but that they are now able to employ thirty or forty missiona- 
ries nearly the whole year. 

Brother J. S. Bacon, of Massachusetts seconded the resolution, and sustained it by 
considerations drawn from the importance of the field occupied by the Society. Ai- 
though he declined making a speech, he regarded the operations of the Society as 
- sustaining an important relation to Foreign Missions. He thought our efforts were 
illustrated by the influence which internal improvements exert on foreign commerce; 
and that Foreign Missions would not succeed without the cultivation of the field at 
home. He had visited a place onthe Mississippi, at which, parents and children and 
grand children, had resided for fifty years without hearing a single sermon. Advert- 
ing to the success with which our exertions had beenblessed, he said, the Lord has done 
great things for us for which our hearts are glad ; but the Society must extend its operations. 


The resolution passed unanimously. 


Brother R. Babcock, Jr. of Pennsylvania, presented the following 
resolution : 


Resolved, That as Home Missions promote whatever is most dear 
to patriotism, philanthropy, and religion, the condition of society, the 
_ des.itution of numerous Churches, the principles and prosperity of our 

denomination, and the commands of God, require of us the promulga- 
tion of the gospel in our own country. 


In support of this resolution he dwelt upon our love to our country, fellow creatures 
and race ; and stated that our attachment to God and his service, was still greater. He 
considered the origin of our country, and its bequest to us by our Fathers as showing 
that our obligations were great, to bestow upon it much labour. He thought that the 
paper constitutions of our land, (however excellent) could not be confided in with safety, 
without the prevalence of the principles of peace, order and religion. The religion of 
this country had been benefited by exposing the membership in Churches by birthright. 
He spoke of the destitution of the gospel ministry in our land, and specified a very in- 
teresting case, as existing among our brethren at Dubuque, Lowa Territory. : 


The resolution was seconded by brother D. Sharp, of Massachusetts. 


He supported it by saying that he was attached to the Society; attended its forma- 
tion, watched its progress with interest, and prayed to God that its prosperity may be 
promoted. The gospel ministry promotes indirectly, whatever is dear to patriotism ; 

Christ and his Apostles were not political reformers. The removal of evil led people 
to do what is right. The condition of our country requires the mfluence of the gospel; 
disseminate therefore, those principles which ey men to live soberly, righteously and 
godly. The resolution contemplates the promotion of philanthropy. Where do you 
find the humane institutions? It is where the gospel is preached. We have an insti- 
tution which is not national (in a legal sense,) but, designed, to promote the prosperity 
of the nation. Much is said about faith and works. He related the fable of the wa- 
goner, who called upon Hercules; and insisted that if we prayed, we must put our 
shoulder to the wheel; Paul may plant and Apollos may water, but God gives the in- 
crease. The speaker stated that he had a high esteem for Oliver Cromwell, to whom 
justice has rarely or never been done. He proceeded to illustrate the union of faith and 
works, by remarking, that as he was ubout to lead his troops to action on a rainy day, 
he directed them to crust in God and keep their powder dry. Where do you find more 
philosophy than thist The application was obvious; and it is hoped our friends will! 
be wise to overcome difficulties in all their attempts to do good. 


Brother L. Bolles, of Massachusetts, arose to add his testimony to that of his bre- - 


thren. He was unwilling to leave the meeting without expressing his sentiments in be- 
half of the Society and its operations. He believed in the doctrine of faith and works. 


To illustrate this doctrine, he related an anecdote which he received from the good 
man (Dr, Staughton) who used to preach in this place. 


t] 
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The resolution was unanimously adopted. | 
Resolved, That we adjourn to meet in this place, at 3 o’clock, P. M. 
Prayer by brother John Peck, of New-York. | 


The Society met at 3 o’clock, P. M. 
Prayer by brother D. Dodge, of Philadelphia. 
The Committee on élections, reported the following persons as enti- 


‘led to seats in the society. The report was accepted and the Com- 
mittee was discharged. 


Delegates from Auxiliaries to the American Baptist Home 
| “Mission Society. 

From the New-Hampshire State Convention, Thomas Rand. 
Massachusetts State Convention, Daniel Sharp, C. O. Kimball, [rah 
Chase. | 

Baptist Church of Lynn, Massachusetts, Joel S. Bacon. 

Rhode Island State Convention, John Dowling. 

First Baptist Church, Providence, R. I., M. M. Dean. 

Connecticut State Convention, J. G. Collom, J. Cookson. 

New-York State Convention, Alfred Bennett, John Peck, P. B. Peck, | 
E. L. Taylor, D. G. Cory, Joshua Fletcher, John H. Raymond. | 

Oliver-street Female Home Mission Society, 8S. H. Cone, J. C. Mur- 
phy, J. H. Raymond, R. Pegg. 

Baptist Youths’ Domestic Mission Society, N. Y., C. W. Houghton, 
Thomas. Rand. 

Brooklyn Home Mission Society, Silas Isley. 

Saratoga Baptist Association N. Y., J. Fletcher, N. Fox. : 

New-Jersey State Convention, G. S. Webb, J. C. Harrison, Morgan 
J. Rhees, Daniel Dodge. | 

Pennsylvania State Convention, J. M. Linnard, W. Shadrach. 

Maryland Union Association, G. F. Adams, W. Crane. 

General Association of Virginia, J. B. Taylor, Eli Ball. 


The Committee to audit the Treasurer’s account, reported that they 
had examined it and found it correct; and, that there remained in his 
hands, in money and drafis, &c. ten hundred and thirty-six dollars and 


nine cents. See the abstract of the Treasurer’s report at the close of 
this report. | 


Brother Alfred Bennett, addressed the Society, with his usual felicity, on the import- 
ance of sending Ministers to the West. We need men of piety and talent, such as 
are adapted to produce an impression on the community. Much has been said on this 
subject, but we must go to the book of acts, and not merely to the book of resolutsons. 
This is demanded by the extent and importance of the field we occupy, for the West 
is already on the other side of the Mississippi; and the people there are talking of 


going to the mouth of the Oregon to settle. : 
Brother S; H. Cone presented the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the rapid increase of population in the Valley of the 
lssissippl, together with the solicitations for aid, alike importunate 


and numerous, which are addressed to the Society, imperiously require 
the enlargement of our operations. 


On the subject of patriotism, he felt the deepest interest. His ancestors were puri- 


tans: one of . 
civil and religions was Snowe of Oliver Cromwell, he felt a strong attachment to 
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The population of the West, will soon be a majority of the inhabitants of this coun- 
try ; and this shows the importance of preaching the gospel to them, as this is the only 
effectual safe-guard to our civil institutions. The solicitations are not more numerous 
than importunate and pathetic; they come directly to the heart! The request often and 
earnestly presented, is, Will you send usa missionary? If you can give him one hun- 
dred dollars, that will enable him to hire a man to work his farm; and then he can 
preach the gospel to the destitute. To how many such applications have we been 
obliged to say no: we have no funds, no; no! 4 


Brother Thomas Powell, one of our missionaries, was happily settled in Saratoga 
county, New-York. There was no necessity for his removal; the people of his charge 
were desirous of his stay, but he said, looking at the destitution of the great valley, 
if you will sustain me, I will'go. In the West, he met with a sister who formerly be- 
longed to the Church with which he was united when he was baptized. Their meeting 
was affecting. Her family had settled there before the Indian title was extinguished, 
and she had. regularly maintained family worship ever since. The first individual bap- 
tized in that region was one of her children, and a Baptist church has been organized in 
the vicintty. Another case of the privations incident to a removal to the West, was 
related. It excited great interest, by the piety and suffering, of which it presented 
strong evidence. 

The day after one of the monthly concerts in Oliver-street, a man and wife address- 
ed a letter to brother Cone, enclosing sixty dollars. They remark,—*“ we wait on 
your ministry; we are not Christians, but we hope we may become Christians, We 
heard you say that sixty dollars would support a missionary; we went home, and have 
concluded to give that sum ; and as long as we live, and we have sixty dollars you may 
expect it annually, to support a missionary somewhere.” The heart would indeed be 
hard that did not feel on such a subject, hard, compared with the heart which the spear 
of the Roman soldier pierced. 


Brother Eli Ball, seconded the resolution, and it passed unanimously. 

The committee on nominations reported. 

The Committee on nominations, to whom was referred the nomina- 
tion of a list of officers for the ensuing year, beg leave respectfully to 


submit the following report. 


President. 
Heman Lincoxn, of Massachusetts. 


Vice-Presidents. 


Joseph Wenham, Upper Canada. 
Henry Hoyle, Lower Canada. 
Jarvis Ring, N. Brunswick, N. S. 
Edward Manning, Nova Scotia. 
A. Shaw, Maine. 

Josiah Quincy, New-Hampshire. 
I. H. Cotton, Vermont. 

N.H. Bottom, 

James H. Duncan, Massachusetts. 


George N. Briggs, hs, 
Jonathan Bacheller, 
Jefferson Borden, Rhode Island. 
John Dowling, ~ 


Albert Day, Connecticut. 
Friend Humphrey, New-York. 
John B. Halsted, 
William Winterton, ‘“ 
Archibald Maclay, 

Peter P. Runyon, New-Jersey. 
James Vanderpool, 
Joseph 8. Walters, Pennsylvania. 
William Duncan, “ 


Joseph Miles, Pennsylvania 
William Crane, Maryland. 
James Wilson, - 

I. Withers, District of Columbia. 
Jesse Snead, Virginia. 


M. Mason, 


Thomas Meredith, North Carolina. 
I. K. Griffin, South Carolina. 
Thomas Stocks, Georgia. 
Edward D. King, Alabama. 
Thomas N. King, Mississippi. 
Morgan Bryan, Louisiana. 
Jos. H. Marshall, Tennessee. 
C. Wingate, Kentucky. 
Jeremiah Vardeman, Missouri. 
B. F. Edwards, Illinois. 

Isaac Dimmick, ‘“ 

Jesse L. Holman, Indiana. 
Francis Dunlavey, Ohio. 
Luther D. Barker, “ 

Caleb Eldred, Michigan. 
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Henry Jackson, Corresponding Secretary. 
Aaron Perkins, Recording Secretary. 
Runyon W. Martin, Treasurer. 

Joun R. Luptow, Auditor. 


Directors. 
&, E. Cummings, New-Hampshire. | Rufus Babcock, Pennsylvania 
Elijah Hutchinson, Vermont. | H. G. Jones, 66 ; 
D. Packer, J. H. Kennard, 
Baron Stow, Massachusetts. William Young, Delaware. 
Joel 8. Bacon, " Stephen P. Hill, Maryland. 
Lucius Bolles, Ys | Stephen Chapin, District of Columbia. 
Irah Chase, “s J. B. Jeter, Virginia. 
F. A. Willard, 6: W. F. Broaddus, ‘“ 
Francis Wayland, jr., Rhode Island. W. T. Brantly, South Carolina. 
J.C. Welch, a Richard Fuller, 
John Cookson, Connecticut. W. B. Johnson, Te 
Nathaniel Kendrick, New-York. Jesse Mercer, Georgia. 
S. H. Cone, cy Basil Manly, Alabama. 
B. T. Welch, an Robert T. Daniel, Mississippi. 
B. M. Hill, - David Orr, Arkansas. 
J. Smitzer, “ R. B. C. Howell, Tennessee. 
E. Tucker, cy S. M. Noel, Kentucky. 
Henry Jackson, R. T. Dillard, 
Lewis Leonard, ” T. P. Green, Missouri. 
Elon Galusha, Alva Woods, 
John -Peck, Hubbell Loomis, [linois. 
Elisha Hayward, John M. Peck, 
M. J. Rhees, New-Jersey. T. R: Cressey, Ohio. 
G. S. Webb, 
Daniel Dodge, Pennsylvania. 3 John Booth, Michigan. — 
Executive Committee. 
Spencer H. Cone, Jacob H. Brouner, 
Charles G. Sommers, William Winterton, 
Duncan Dunbar, Timothy R. Green, 
William R. Williams, | William Colgate, 
George Benedict, John A. Miller, 
Aaron Perkins, _ James H. Townsend. 
Silas Isley, : 
Henry Jackson, 
Aaron Perkins, Ex- Offi cio. 


Runyon W. Martin, 
John R. Ludlow. 


The report was accepted, the Committee was discharged, and the 
preceding list of officers were elected. 

It was Resolved, that the Society elect a Corresponding Secretary, 
and Recording Secretary. After the votes were counted, it was declar- 
ed, that Henry Jackson was elected Corresponding Secretary, and 
Aaron Perkins, Recording Secretary. Their names were accordingly 
— Inserted in the list of officers. 

The committee appointed to prepare a notice of the decease of 
brother Luther Crawford, presented the following report. 

The committee appointed to prepare a suitable notice of the decease 
of the late Corresponding Secretary, respectfully submit the following 
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RESOLUTIONS. 


Resolved, That this Society, cherishing a most affectionate remem- 
brance of the intellectual and moral worth of the Rev. Luther Craw- 
ford and fully sympathizing in the fond anticipations which his brief 
career had awakened of extensive usefulness, regard his removal as an 
affliction of no ordinary magnitude. 

Resolved, That while we “would bow submissively to the wil! of our 
Heavenly Father in this ‘painful event, and feel ourselves admonished 
to be ever ready to render an account of our stewardship, we Consider 
it as incumbent on us to labour with increased vigour and devotedness 
- for the advancement of the cause which has thus been bereaved of 
one of its most promising and efficient advocates. 

For the committee, | 
BARON STOW, Chairman. 


~ Resolved, That when we adjourn, we adjourn to meet in this place 
this evening, to hear the annual sermon, by brother Baron Stow, of 
Boston. 

Resolved, That we adjourn. 

The Society met this evening in the meeting house in Sansom-street, 
and brother Stow preached the Annual Sermon, from Ps. viii. 5. “ Thou 
madest him a little lower than the angels.” 

The assembly was large, and listened with great interest and gratifi- 
cation to the Sermon. At the close of the service a collection was 
taken up for the Society, including the avails of jewelry sold, amount- 
ing to eighty-two dollars and twenty-four cents. 

JOHN C. MURPHY, Secretary. . 


‘ 


ANNUAL REPORT. 


Tue Lord who gave the word of life to man, organized the 
great company whom He commissioned to publish it to all na- 
tions. The first in this commission were the holy men of old, 
who spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit: to them suc- 

ceeded the apostles of Jesus Christ, and to them the ministers of 
the gospel ; and those generous men, who desiring to do good unto 
all men, and deploring their imbecility, called upon the name of 
the Lord for strength, and blended their.counsels, means, and ex- 
— ertions together, that thus by augmenting their strength, they 
might send the gospel to the most distant regions of this world’s 
darkness and death. In this concentration of their energies by 
the servants of God, instrumentalities are formed, at once the 
most benevolent in their design ; the best adapted to elicit the ~ 
talents and to enlarge the facilities for doing good, of all who 
consecrate themselves to the service of God. By action thus 
concerted and increased, in the number and strength of its mo- 
tives, and in the power of continuance, it has pleased God to send 
out his light and truth to the various portions of our own coun- 
try, and to foreign lands. | | 
_Itis believed to be perfectly compatible with a strong and en- 
lightened attachment to every good institution, to assert, that the 
preaching of the gospel is the on of effort directly enjoined in © 
the command of Jesus Christ. Nor has it escaped observation, 
that the preaching of the gospel by missionaries, is the most be- 
_ hevolent mode of its publication ; whether we regard the people 
who are generally addressed, as more ready to perish than others, 
the amount of means liberally appropriated, especially for the 
benefit of others, or the toils and privations endured in jour- 
heys through a sparse, or in encountering the hostility of a dense 
population, 

Of other bodies, it has been popularly said, that they have no 
souls ; but, the mission society is an association of souls; an 
association in which the intellectual and moral faculties are unit- 
ed with the spiritual affections, and while with light and truth 
and spirituality, the gospel is preached. Other bodies die, like 
human bodies, from which perhaps they derived their distinctive 
appellation ; but this great, this heaven born company, is destined 
'o exist until the gospel is preached to all nations. T'mue it is, 
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that individual members may die, but God will fill all vacancies 
which his own providence makes. | 

In the great work of supplying the destitute in our land, your 
Committee have been permitted to engage another year. Of the 
past they desire to speak gratefully, to acknowledge the goodness 
of God which has rested upon their labours; for the present, 
they can only resolve in the strength of their Redeemer, to work 
while it is called to-day : of the future, they predict nothing, but 
thankful for the hope by which it is illumined, they accept that 
hope as a new incentive to their zeal, and will endeavour to 
await the expression of the Divine will! To a readiness to 
cease from their labours, alike submissive, and immediate, the 
Committee have been solemnly called, by the death of brother 
Luther Crawford, their late beloved Corresponding Secretary. 
Brother Crawford deceased on the 13th of February. He suf- 
fered a protracted and severe illness, which greatly prostrated his 
bodily powers. When his imbecility denied existence to strong 
emotion, or lively joy, he frequently expressed his confidence in 
Jesus Christ, and his submission to the Divine will ; and, in pos- 
session of faith and patience he fell asleep. ‘To the worth of 
brother Crawford, it gives the Committee pleasure to bear une- 
quivocal testimony. ‘They make this public expression of their 
sympathy and condolence with his afflicted widow, and other re- 
latives and friends, assuring them of the consolation which the 
hope imparts, that in heaven he rests from his labours. Accept- 
ing the admonition which the death of a junior member, in the 
_ vigor of early manhood presents, the Committee feel called to 
redouble their zeal in the work of the Lord, and particularly in 
the cause of Home Missions ; for they know not at what time 
death may terminate their opportunities, and summon them to 
their account before the throne of God. 


DEATH OF DIRECTORS. 


The Committee have also to report, and to deplore, the death 
of the venerable Henry Smalley, a Director of the Society. He 
was the pastor of the Baptist church at Cohansey, New-Jersey, 
fifty years. Brother Smalley had attained the age of seventy- 
four years. Sensible of the weight of years, he modestly resign- 
ed the pastoral charge in favour of a younger pastor, and it was 
his pious design, if his life had been preserved, to have visited the 
feeble and destitute churches in his vicinity, to comfort and 
strengthen them in the name of the Lord. To great rectitude of 
character, brother Smalley added steadfastness in the faith, great 
simplicity of manners, and humility. By the appointment of his 
Redeemer he rests from his labours ; his pastorate is his monu- 


_ ‘Ment, already of fifty years standing ; his character is his eu- 
logium. | 


gm 


ES 
4 


19 


Brother Ashley Vaughn, deceased on the 29th of March ulti- 


‘mo, at Natchez, Mississippi. Brother Vaughn was an active and 
useful minister of the gospel. His talents were respectable, his 
piety was ardent, and his manners were amiable. The zealand | 
devotedness of our brother to the cause of Christ, gained him 
many friends; and it is believed, that in the State which he 


adopted as the place of his abode and toils, he was highly esteem- 


ed in love for his works’ sake. ‘To his afflicted widow, and 


_ other friends, the Committee present the expression of their con- 


dolence, with that of their confidence, that their departed brother 
has joined the Church of the first-born in heaven. | 


DEATH OF MISSIONARIES. 


Your Committee have also to deplore the death of two valua- 
ble missionaries. 

Brother William Spencer, of Jacksonville, Sangamon county, 
Illinois, was employed by the Society nearly six years. He at- 
tained to a good old age; he was exemplary in his demeanour, 
faithful, zealous, and highly esteemed as a minister of the gospel, 
and retained his vigor until within a short time of his death. 
Before the letter communicating the sympathy of your Committee 
to his afflicted widow, could reach her, she followed him to “ an 
inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away.” 

Brother Alexander Riddler, was a missionary of the Society, 
at Chillicothe, Peoria county, Illinois. He deceased on the 7th 


_ of October last. The esteem in which he was held by the bre- 


-_thren in that state, may be seen from their language; they say, 


“He was a burning and shining light.” No particular facts in 
relation to his decease have reached us; but, he appears to have 
been an active and ardent preacher of the gospel. ‘These all 


— died in the faith. 


CONSTITUTION. 


The Committee recommend that the fifth article of the con- 
stitution be so amended as to read as follows: 

ArticLe V. The Officers and Life Directors shall appoint an 
Executive Committee of thirteen persons, exclusive of the Trea- _ 
surer, the Corresponding Secretary, the Recording Secretary, and 
Auditor, residing in the city of New-York and its vicinity. ‘The 
Treasurer, the Corresponding Secretary, Recording Secretary, 


and Auditor, shall be members ez-officio of the Executive Com- 


mittee, five of whom shall be a quorum at any meeting regularly 


- convened. 'This Committee shall have power to appoint its own 


meetings, form its own rules of business, and fill any vacancies 


_ Which may occur during the year, and convene special meetings 
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of the Board and of the Society ; shall appoint missionaries and 
instruct them as to the field and manner of their labours; shall 
dispose of the funds for the objects of the Society, provided that 
all moneys contributed for any specific purpose, shall be faith- 
fully applied only to that particular object; shall create such 
agency or agencies, for the appointment of missionaries and for 
other purposes, as the interests of the Society may require ; and 
shall make an annual report of their proceedings to the Society. 
All the Officers, Executive Committee, Agents and Missionaries 
of the Society, shall be members of some regular Baptist Church, 


in general union with the bedy of that denomination. 


AGENCIES. 


It is a subject of solicitude on the part of your Committee, 
that this department of their labours, may hereafter be made 


-much more efficient, by being extended to fields which have not 


been visited ; or, which have been but partially visited, by col- 
lecting agents of the Society. We unhesitatingly express the 
opinion, that agencies are of great moment in consequence of the 
information which they diffuse on the subject of religion, of the 
benevolent institutions in general, and especially respecting the — 
Society in whose employ they travel. This Society has existed 


seven years. During this time circulars, quarterly papers, and 


annual reports, have been published and distributed, to the num- 
ber of many thousands ; newspapers have been to a considerable 
extent the organs of communication ; and our good brethren have 
kindly attended from distant portions of the country, the anni- 
versaries of the Society. We have listened with instruction and 
pleasure to their eloquence in pleading the cause of the Society 
with men, and to their prayers in pleading it with God, and their 
debtors we are; but, it nevertheless remains true, that in exten- 
sive and opulent portions of our country, where the Baptist po- 


pulation is large and the Baptist cause is popular, the great mass 


of that population know nothing of us, not even our name, much 
less our object and wants, until an agent appears and announces 
the object of his visit. This is a sober truth, attested every year 
indeed, but, existing in numerous instances, of which. no attes- 
tation has been given ; forthe number of places unvisited by our 
agents is yet great. If it is a privilege and a duty that our bre- 
thren co-operate with the Society, let us afford them the first that 
they may rejoice in the second. 

There are several modes of raising money for the benevolent 
societies, and if they are named, it is not to express dissatisfaction 
with them, but to exhibit the comparative importance of raising 
funds by agencies. These generally consist of private donations, 
of public collections, of sums raised by auxiliary societies, and of 
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testamentary appropriations. For their liberality in all these 
forms, we make our acknowledgments and express our gratitude 
to our numerous friends. It still remains to be stated, that when 
our brethren are properly informed, by a prudent and godly agent, 
that the private gift exceeds the amount of the public collection, 
and the public collection exceeds the annual subscription, and 
that subscription becomes so greatly superior to its former max- 
imum, that the subscribers find themselves glad in the possession 
of means which so greatly augment their power to do good. 

It is sometimes thought to be an objection to agents, that they 
receive salaries. ‘I‘heir salaries are usually small, perhaps less 
than they might receive in some other avocation; or, as pastors. 
Their preaching, if they are the right kind of men, is worth 
more to the cause of religion, than the amount they receive for 
their services. It is sometimes objected, that the churches are 
destitute, and need their services. But, one good agent, if the 
Lord blesses his exertions, will collect sufficient funds to assist in 
sustaining a considerable number in the pastoral relation, where — 
otherwise they could not be sustained. It is sometimes thought 
to be unscriptural thus to make collections; but if it is our duty 
to contribute to the support of the gospel, how can it be wrong 
toaskustodo it? 

This is a subject of very grave importance to the Society. It 
is believed, that only to a small extent has she availed herself of 
the great increase of means, which the mode of collecting them 
by agencies, is adapted to supply. The principal sums of money 
which our treasury has received, have been generally obtained 
in this manner. It is very difficult, and it is very unnecessary to 
suppose, that the Baptist denomination in the United States, with 
a membership that is equal to half a million of souls, and which 
ls receiving annually large accessions in number, talents, wealth, 
and piety, should from parsimony, decline to put into your trea- 
sury a sum adequate to the work which they request you to per- 
form ; which is to send out preachers to preach the gospel, to the 
greatest practicable extent, in our own country. Let the system 
of agencies be more extended, and give to our denomination an 
opportunity to come to the help of the Lord, and they will aid 
with a readiness and liberality which will do them honour, and 
will greatly benefit the Society. 

For the success of the proposed extension of its agency, the 
Society confiding in the direction and blessing of God, make 
their appeal to brethren of influence and of the requisite quali- 
fications for the service, and solicit them to employ both in the 
Promotion of a cause dear to patriotism as the welfare of our 
country, and to religion dear as its vitality, its extended power 
and unbounded benedictions. 'T’o the entire membership of our 
churehes, their appeal comes and asks that with one heart and 
Voice, theyfcommend the cause of Home Missions to God with- 
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out ceasing, and applying their own, that they endeavour also 
to secure the liberal appropriations of others, to its support. 

The Committee, during the year which has closed, have only 
been able to avail themselves of the services of a small number 
of agents ; they indulge the hope, that during the ensuing year, 
the number will be increased. pitas PEG 

Brother Samuel Cook, in the state of Maine, and brother Tho- 
mas Rand, in New-Hampshire, each commenced the duties of the 


- agencies to which they were appointed ; but circumstances of — 


an unfavourable character soon transpired, and as it was found 
inexpedient at that time to prosecute those duties, they resigned. 

In Vermont, brother Jonathan Baldwin, acted as the agent of 
the convention of that state. 'This body generously appropriates 
its funds to the support of the society’s missionaries in Lower 
Canada, six in number. | 

In Massachusetts, brother Charles O. Kimball, the Secretary of 
the State Convention, has devoted himself to the agency in that 
State. 

Brother Luther Crawford visited Philadelphia on agency bu- 
siness, and performed such other similar duties, as his numerous 
engagements would permit. 
John C. Murphy was employed in New-Jersey and New-York 
city, making collections. | 

‘Brethren John Peck and Lewis Leonard, still attend with zeal 
and success, to the duties of the agency in the State of New- 


York. 


Brother Otis Briggs has been engaged chiefly in Pennsylvania 
and Virginia ; and brother George F. Adams, to a limited extent, 


In Maryland and Virginia. 


Brother James Huckens, was also appointed to a Southern 
agency, and has laboured in South Carolina and Georgia, very 
acceptably. | 

In Ohio, brother Reuben Winchell, in behalf of the convention 
of the state, has succeeded in eliciting the liberality of the com- 
munity to a very encouraging extent, in support of village 
preaching. 

In Illinois, notwithstanding a very severe illness, with which 
he has been afflicted, brother 5. M. Peck evinces his usual ardor, 
in reference to the agency in that state. | 

The Committee very respectfully commend the agents of the 
society to the prayers, to the brotherly kindness, and to the libe- 
rality of the brethren, and solicit for them that kind consideration 
and generous co-operation, which it is a blessing to give, and 
which the cause of Home Missions entitles them to receive. 
Nor, are the Committee willing to dismiss the subject of 
agency, until they express their indebtedness and gratitude to 
those benevolent individuals, who, without waiting to be person- 
ally called on for their pecuniary aid, have not only given liberal- 
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us themselves, but have also induced others to éontri- 


bute, and thus rendered to the society essential service. The 
best commendation of the conduct of these brethren is, the assur- 
ance not only that it is worthy the imitation of all, but also that 
if it is imitated by the community, it will secure to. the society a 
prominence and extension in doing good, which will gladden the 
hearts of many thousands, and bring the blessing of many who 
were ready to perish, upon our benefactors. | 


TABLE OF MISSIONARIES. 


| 
| 8. 
~|$/2| GENERAL REMARKS. 
é. 
TOWN OR POsT.| county. | & a|% 
Chas. O. Kimball Agent, Boston Mss.}| 1|12|Supported by Mass. State Con. 
William H. Card| Norwalk Fairfield » |Ct. | 1| 6|Building aM. H. Leftthestate. 
John Peck, Ag’t /New-Woodstock |Madison |N.Y.| |12|Supported by N. Y. State Con. 
Lewis Leonard |Agent N.Y 
E. Macomber Crawford /|Pa. | 1)12)Prospects are favourable. 
C. W. Denison | Wilmington Newcastle |Del. | {12)|Has left the state. 
J. P. Thompson | Newcastle Del. | 2/10} - 
George F. Adamsj| Agent, Baltimore} Md. {| (|12| Encouraged by increased 
jprospects of usefulness, 
_ Joseph Mettam | Pikesville Baltimore |Md. | 2)12\Is blessed with prosperity. 
Otis Briggs Agent Va. 12| Has performed the duties of 
his agency successfully. 
Benjamin Holden) East Clarksburg |Harrison |Va. { 2:10) Preaches to congregations 
|which evince deep pious feeling 
James Huckens |Agent “IGa. | 1 Is successful in the duties of 
his agency. — 
0. T. Hammond | Tallahassee Leon Flor.| 1) 9)Has removed to Irwintown,Ala: 
i ’ a dered i tant a 
aniel, Ag’t|/Holly Springs the of funds. 
Smithville Lawrence 11 
0 oodrome|Smithville Lawrence jArk.| 
G.W. Baines Crooked Creek |Carroll Ark.| {12 
Wm. W. Settle |Mud Creek Randolph Ark. 12\ness, and other causes, in the 
Thomas Mercer |Athens Izard Ark. | {12|performance of their duties. 
John B. Graham |Swan Township |Taney Mo. | j12 
William B. K Ark.| | 2 
Benj. Hawkins |Izard Court H. |Izard Ark. | 8/12 
iseman Tenn} {11 
H. B. Hayward Fayette |Tenn| 
acob Browning |Alton | enn| | 7 
John C. Martin {Pleasant Exch’ge|Carroll Tenn| 7 


4 


Reuben Morey 


James Williams 
R.S.D.Cauldwell 
W. W. Tucker 
Kemp Scott 

A. P. Williams 
H. McElmarry 
Wn. H. Duvall 
B. F. Brabrook 
Peter Williams 
David Stiles 

A. Broaddus, Jr. 
William Keys 
Edwin C. Brown 
R. N. Herndon 


J. M. Peck, Ag’t 
*Wm. Spencer 
John Logan. 
Calvin Greenleaf 
Ezra Fisher 

J. T. Hinton 
Norman Parks 
Wm. J. Cooley 
Nathan Arnett 
J. Merriam 
Thomas Powell 


Isaac D. Newell. 
E. Veach 


F. Boyakin 


James B. Olcott 
Thomas H. Ford 
David J. Lloyd 
R. Weston 
Joel Wheeler 

* Alex. Riddler 
Jacob Bower 
Elijah Dodson 
J. E. Ambrose 


William Rees 


Daniel Palmer 
E. D. Owen 
Reuben Coffey 
William Miller 
Joshua Currier 


S. B. Searle 

F. A. Willard 
Peter Webb 
Wm. M. Pratt 


R. Winchell 
Hiram Gear 
Caleb Green 

J. L.Richmond 
Cressy 
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Louis ville Jefferson | Ky.| 1)12 the year 
Potosi Washington} Mo. 6 
Stillville Crawford j|Mo. 8| Resigned his commission. 
Port Williams (Franklin |Mo. 10 
Pisgah ‘|Cooper Mo. | In thisstate, notwithstanding 
Palestine Cooper Mo. . 10|the prevalence of sickness, the 
Jefferson City (Cole Mo. 4\converted to God, 
St. Louis Mo. 1Qiiliary society has been formed 
Cape Girardeau Mo. | |12/@t St. Louis. 
Port Williams (Franklin  |Mo. 10 
St. Francisville |Clark Mo. 8 
Greenville Wayne Mo. 2 
Potosi Washington} Mo. 10 
St. Louis Mo. |Recently appointed. 
Rock Spri Til. 6 
Es Tl. 6|Built a Meeting House. 
|Macomb McDonough} fil. 6 
White Hall Green Tl. 6 
Quincy Adams Tl. 112 Built a Meeting House. 
Chicago Cook Il. 2/|Has been blessed with revival. 
Payson Adams __s{iil. 12 
Diamond Spring |Clinton Ill. 12 
Belleville St. Clair 1d | 
Springfield Sangamon 12/Assisted in Constituting ach. 
Vermilionville /Lasalle Ill. 12} Constituted a Church at 
: Greenfield, Bureau Co. Ill. 
Bloomington |McLean _ Iii. 12|Building a Meeting House. 
Bloomington McLean Ill. 12} Assisted in the constitution 
ofa church. 
Salem Marion Ill. 10 
Waterloo Munroe Tl. 10\Constituted a Church. 
Griggsville Pike Ill. 10 
Millersburg tll. 10| Much suffering was endured 
Warsaw Hancock Til. 6 by our brethren in this state 
McHenry 19 last Summer, by severe 
tll also interrupted their la- 
-|Manchester Morgan Til. 6 
Woodburn McCoupin jill. 2 
Lafox |Kane Il. (23) 1 
Delphi Carroll 19 further aid from 
Printers’ Retreat|/Switzerland |Ia. 12 
Richmond Wayne Ta. 12 
Elletsville Munroe Ia. {12 
Connersville Fayette Ta. (11 
Millgrove |Steuben Ta. 10} The people of his charge 
aac sustain him. 
Delphi — Carroll Ta. 2 
Indianapolis _ |Marion la. 3 
Newtown {Fountain 2 
Crawfordsville |Montgom’ry|Ia. |10|10 
Agent O. 1| Has been very successful in 
obtaining subscriptions to sus- 
tain the ministry the sore! 
Marietta Washington|O. 2 
[Southington [Trumbull |O. | 
Conneaut Ashtabula ([O. 10) A revival of religion has been 
enjoyed here. 
Columbus [Franklin 12 
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Eber Crane McConnelsville 
John O. Birdsall | Perrysburg 


Thomas Hughes 
I. K. Brounson 
—— Handy 
Isaac Bloomer 
Jacob Bailey 
B. Beckwith 

S. R. Willard 
E. W. Freeman 
Bezaleel Hill 
Silas Barnes 


Orrin Sage 


John Mitchell 
Robert Powell 
Supply Chase 
Edward Hodge 
Robert Adams 
Thos. Y. R. Jones 
Harvey Miller 
O. C. Comstock 
James Pyper 


Jeremiah Hall 
Alexander Evans 


Richard Griffing 
EdwardMathews 


William Geary 
William Rees 


William Frazer 
J. Oakley, Ag’t 
I. C, Allison 

I. E. Maxwell 
James Johnson 
John E, Divey 


Edward Mitchell]. 


J. Baldwin 


&. B. Ryder, Jr. 


M. Britain 

Prosper Powell 

_ Israel Ide 
Peter Chase 


dnor 


Circleville 


Mansfield 
Richmond 
Rome 
Bedford 
Strongsville 


Aurora 
Massillon 


Saline 


Mount Vernon 
Bear Creek . 
Battle Creek 
Cold Water 
Ann Arbor 
Detroit 
Unadilla 


[Towa Territory 


Milwaukie 
Milwaukie 


Belleville 


Brantford 
Broadalbane 
Toronto 

St. Catharines 
Toronto 
Drummondsville 
Drummondsville 
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Morgan 
Wood 


Delaware 


Pickaway 


Richland 
Geauga 
Ashtabula 
Cuyahoga 
Cuyahoga 
Columbiana 
Portage 
Starke 


Macomb 
Lenawee 


| Branch 


Washtenaw 
Wayne 


Kalamazoo 


Desmoines 


West Berkshire, | Vermont 


O. 7 
O. 7 
O. [19/Preaches in Welch. 
O. 10 
O. 9 | 
O. | | 7/AChureh constituted. — 
O. 7 | 
O. 
O. 3|Built a Meeting House. 
O. 12 
QO. 3 
Go. i 2 
. 
Mic.| (12 
Mic.| 
Mic.| |12)Has been blessed with a revival 
Mic. 4 
Mic. 3| The agency in this state is . 
Mic. 3|deranged in consequence of the 
Mic of. the commu- 
nity. 
Mic.|10| |Sustained by his church. 
1/10| Greatly needs aid in an ex- 
tensive field. 
W.T 19 Earnestly solicit, and greatly 
W.T! 2/10 need the aid of additional mis- 
sionaries. | 
U.C {11 
Absent part of the time 
the to England. 
U.C.| | 8 
U.C.| | 7|Resigned. 
U.c. g|Resigned. 
U.C. 3 
LC} 
L.C.} | 4) The missionaries in Lower 
12;Canada are sustained by the 
L.c.} {12 Vermont State Convention. Br. 
Lc 12 J. Baldwin is the agent of the 
LC 12 Vermont State Convention. 
L.C.| 7| 3) Brother P. Chasis sustained 
by the parent society. 


The society has during the year, had 121 missionaries and 
agents in its service; they have been employed in 22 states, 
provinces, and territories. ‘They have performed an amount of 
labour, which is equal to eighty-eight years labour of one man ; 
in which they travelled 34,728 miles, preached 3,453 sermons, 
baptized 1,058, received by letter 270, constituted twenty-four 
churches, and ordained eleven ministers. _ | 

That the above statement, is: greatly below the real amount. 
of good accomplished’ is certain. In this report, nothing is ad- 

mitted upon mere probability ; we make our statement only so far 
4 
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as advised ; and such is the imperfection of our correspondence, 
especially, with respect to statistics, and to facts, that we omit 
altogether, the table showing the amount done to sustain the be- 
nevolent institutions. It is perfectly well known, that our mis- 
sionaries are zealously engaged to sustain these institutions, and 
that they are assisted in this good work by our brethren generally, 


- REVIEW OF MISSION STATIONS. 


Connecticut. At Norwalk, in this state, Brother William H. 
Card has been under the appointment of the executive committee 
six months, with a very gratifying degree of public acceptance. 
Under his ministry the church has been encouraged and increas- 
ed by the addition of several persons by baptism to her number. 
They have commenced the erection of a good meeting-house, 
under very agreeable prospects of success, and are also favoured 
with other pleasing indications of prosperity. It is regarded, 
however, as peculiarly unhappy, that amid many encourage- 
ments, their pastor is obliged to resign his charge, as he finds 
himself unable, in consequence of il health, to continue the dis- 
charge of his duties among them. : 

Pennsylvania. In this state the society has one missionary, 
brother E. Macomber, who during the year has travelled about 
3000 miles, and preached 250 sermons, chiefly in Crawford and 
Erie counties, and in places adjacent to them; he assisted in the 

_ constitution of two churches, and baptized several persons. This 
region ig properly a missionary field, as it is very destitute, yet 
the Lord has poured out his Spirit upon the people, and by vari- 
ous ministers, 212 have been baptized. It is pleasing to learn, 
that such a considerable addition has been to the strength of this 
comparatively feeble people; may they go from strength to 
strength, every one of them appearing in Zion before God. 
Grateful for the aid afforded them, these brethren earnestly soli- 
cit the continuance of their minister among them under the ap- 
pointment of the society. _ | 

Delaware. Brother Charles W. Denison has officiated in this 
state as missionary agent ; and as the pastor of the Second Bap- 
tist church at Wilmington. The church has received an acces- 
sion of fifteen persons by baptism. They occupy a convenient 
meeting-house, and hopes are indulged that they will prosper. 
Brother Denison has resigned, and left.the state. During his re- 

sidence at Wilmington, prospects encouraged him; the attend- 

ance at public worship, the inquiry of souls asking the way to 

Zion, and the occasional baptism of believers, were among those 

encouragements. 

Brother John P. Thompson is gur missionary in this field. 

He is laborious in the performance of his duties. He travels 

and preaches at various places, and is attended by large and se- 
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rious congregations. His style of preaching, and his manners 
are thought to be well adapted to the people among whom he la- 
bours. In family visits, he seeks opportunity to direct sinners to 
“The Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the world,” 
and to diffuse the savour of vital piety. Attached as he is, to the 
benevolent objects, which are less the creation than the attain- 
ment of Christian zeal, he gives to them the strength of his in- 
fluence and the warmth of his commendation. We sincerely 
unite with him in imploring the Divine blessing to descend upon 
the good seed which he has sown, that it may spring up and bear 
fruit. 
The state of religion in Delaware is thought to be very low. 
Oh! that God would pour his Spirit upon the people, convert 
sinners, restore the fallen, refresh his saints, elicit their latent, 
their buried talents, and give them a holy and untiring zeal and 
activity in the cause of immortal souls—the cause of Christ. — 
_ Maryland. Brother G. F,. Adams has, for the last twelve 
months, continued his ministerial labours in Calvert-street, Balti- 
more. ‘The Committee liave been pleased to learn, that appear- 
ances of success in Baltimore are more encouraging than here- 
tofore. When they consider the zeal and the pecuniary expense 
at which the church in Calvert-street was commenced by bre- 
thren, who still largely contribute to its support, they feel 
strongly inclined to the opinion, that with such sacrifices God is . 
well pleased. | | 
Brother Adams informs us, that the congregation increases ; 
that they have a Sunday school and a Bible class: two have 
joined the church by letter, and he has baptized seven in the 
country. They are looking forward to better days; may they 
— and enjoy them, until the little one becomes a thou- 
sand. | 
Brother Joseph Mettam preaches in Pikesville, and Taney 
Town. The meetings for public worship here are well attended ; 
id a an interesting Sunday school, and three have been © 
ptized. | 
The brethren feel that religion is in a low state amon them, 
and express the hope, that the day is not distant, when the Sun 
of Righteousness will arise upon them. That this expectation 
may speedily be realized, that sinners may be converted to God, 
and that the churches of Christ in Maryland, may occupy a pro- 
minent place in the denomination, in every good work, your 
Committee will not cease to pray. 
_ Virginia. Brother Benjamin Holden is our missionary at 
East Clarksburg, Harrison county, in this state. ‘The people re- 
ceived him as a minister of the gospel, with demonstrations of 
joy, and attended his ministry in crowded and weeping congre- 
gations. We are so far advised of the condition of Western Vir- 
ginia, as to be satisfied-of its importance as a mission station, and 
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of the utility of the apropriation made to assist in sustaining 
Brother Holden in it. Of the listening assemblies who attended 
the ministrations of our. missionary, some have believed through 

ace; and he is fully persuaded, that God has a people there. 
Eneochingea by the indications of a gracious providence, our 
brother appears devoted to his work. ‘T'he interest felt by con- 
gregations convened to receive the word of life from the pious 
missionary, is altogether more deep than is usual in congrega- 


tions which are accustomed to the service of a settled ministry. 


In producing this increased degree of feeling, various causes 
may have their influence, but it seems highly probable, that as_ 
the emotions excited are very devotional, and, as the expressions 
employed on those oecasions, are those of truth and religion ; 
that both result from religious desire and hope, at the moment of 
their gratification, in being permitted to listen again to the man 
who preaches Jesus Christ, and shows to sinners the way of sal- 
vation. This happy state of things ought to be regarded as the 
recognition on the part of unadulterated piety, of our Lord’s 
appointed mode of blessing the poor with the ministry of the 
gospel ; which is, by sending out ministers, to preach as “they 
go,” to the neglected millions of the human family. It Is also 
apparent, that on those occasions the impressions realized, and 
the words expressed, partake of the nature of gratitude for the 
blessing enjoyed. We have introduced these considerations in 
this place, not merely because we think they are true, but also, 
because our correspondent informs us, that when his arrival at — 
the place at which he was engaged to preach was announced, 


one of the brethren exclaimed, “glory to God, for being permit- 


ted to see and hear a Baptist preacher once more!” 

Florida. n this destitute portion of our country, the Society 
have only had one missionary, and that during the early part of 
the current year. Amid discouraging circumstances, Brother 
O. 'T. Hammond exerted himself chiefly in the vicinity of 'Tal- 
lahassee, with zeal and success ; he also preached in Georgia. 
To the benevolent institutions he gave a prominent place in his 
ministry. One of the churches to which he preached, have com- — 
menced building a meeting-house, and the place of worship oc- 
cupied by another church to which he preached, was always 
crowded, and sometimes seventy-five or a hundred, were at the 
door, unable to gain admittance. He found himself under many 
obligations to the people, which he gratefully acknowledges, and 
expresses the opinion, that if tracts were distributed, they would 
be of great service. 

Brother Hammond was moved by no mercenary motive, to 
enter into the service of the Society, for he gave to it, as he de- 
signed, the entire amount of his salary, one hundred dollars: 
thus proving, as many would delight to, if their circumstances 
permitted, the sincerity of his attachment to the cause of mis- 
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sions, and the benevolence with which he knew how to expend 
his exertions, and his means in its support. Brother Hammond’ 
has removed to Alabama, and the troubles in Florida, occasioned 
by the war, have probably prevented the committee from desig- 
— nating some missionary to that station. | 

Mississippi. ‘To this state, important as it is, in many re- 
spects, the Executive Committee have felt, and still feel solicitous 
to designate missionaries ; but, the want of the right kind of 
men, and of means to sustain them, has prevented them from 
complying with the known wishes of their brethren, residing in 
this important missionary field. . It would be agreeable to their 
convictions of duty, and very grateful to their feelings, if the 
providence of God should soon put it in their power to give sub- 
stantial evidence of the reality and ardor of their attachment to 
the cause of Christ in Mississippi, by appointing such mission- 
aries as the destitution of the country might require; and such as 
might be a great acquisition to the cause of truth and righteous- 
ness at that station. | 

The Committee are persuaded, that as soon as the characte 
of a good missionary is known, and his object in preaching the 
gospel, at the cost to himself, of many and great sacrifices, is un- 
derstood, the desire for missionaries will greatly increase, even in 
this state. They regret, that at this time, our brethren are not 
able to judge of the practical excellence of missionary opera- 
tions, by the presence and labours of such men as commend 
them, by the respectability of their talents and intelligence, and 
more than all, by their love to souls and to Jesus Christ; and by 
the great practical utility resulting to the churches from the 
blessing of God upon their labours. 

In this state, Brother John Micou is our only missionary. At 
Louisville, the place in which he preaches, we are informed that 
the Lord has revived his work ; eleven persons have professed 
a hope in Christ, and have been baptized, and many remain seri- 
ously disposed. On the whole, it appears that the cause of God 
is, though slowly, yet really advancing in this vicinity. _ 

Arkansas. In this State the Society has eight missionaries. The 
operations of our brethren here, have been materially affected and 
limited, by the loss of health which brother David Orr suffered dur- 
ing the year. He officiated as an agent, and thus greatly contri- 
buted to sustain our. missionaries, at a time, at which our funds 
were so limited as to prevent the Executive Committee from 
making to them the usual appropriations. In consequence of the 
lecline of health, in pursuance of medical advice, and with the 
concurrence of your committee, brother Orr contemplated mak- 
ing a visit to Texas; at which place he expected to have spent 
the winter, in the hope that he might aid in the constitution of 
ohe or more Churches, and otherwise co-operate with our friends 
I that place. Our brother felt that he was providentially pre- 
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vented from accomplishing these objects, by being, through the in- 
fluence of his friends, dissuaded from his contemplated tour, 
The cause is advancing under the labors of our missionaries. 
They think that their State Convention, and the meetings, which 
they in rotation attend, will be productive of -good results. 
In various instances, where the congregations were small and 
careless, they are now large and attentive ; several persons have 


been baptized and added to the churches, and much has_ been 


done to promote religion in the State. “I thank God,” observes 
our missionary, “that where I have laboured most during this 
year, a great change is effected. ‘The people in the settlements, 
have left off their Sabbath breaking, swearing and gambling ; 
the professors of religion have returned from their backslidings, 


and have been healed; and someof both the young and the old, — 


have lately been made the sharers of pardoning grace. The in- 
habitants of these western wilds seem anxious to hear the gos- 
pel, and to enjoy the light of the Sun of Righteousness. Harmony 
and christian love, truly abound. O for grace to be useful in 
this best of causes, and to do the greatest of works, the work of 
the Lord !” | 


Another correspondent informs us, that “ general good feeling 


has been manifest among the friends of Zion, that the penitential 


tear has frequently started down the cheeks of sinners, and that 
the strictest attention is given to the preaching of the gospel.” 

Our missionaries here, have nevertheless had much to encoun- 
ter from the small amount of produce which was raised last sum- 
mer, from the prevalence of sickness and from other causes.— 
One of them, after specifying these trials, and who is suffering 
from ill health, says, “ yet I thank God, that I am able to publish 
life and salvation at all to a perishing world.” Upon your mis- 
sionaries in Arkansas, who seem united and zealous in the work 
of the Lord, your Committee trust; that the blessing of heaven 
which makes rich, will descend. For the restoration of brother 
David Orr to health, much solicitude has been felt, as he has been 
unusually active in the service of the Society : may the Lord 
graciously restore him, and assist himstill to abound in the work 
which He has given him to do. 

Tennessee. ‘The comparative importance of this state, places 
it deservedly high, in the scale of that moral influence which the 
various states in our union seem adapted to exert upon each 
other, and upon the world. Although this state is held in very 
high and respectful consideration, and such of the brethren as 
are known to the Committee, are highly esteemed, yet, circum- 
stances beyond their control, have prevented them from making 


_ but four appointments to the state, since our last anniversary. 


Concerning these, in consequence of the failure of letters, or of 
some other unknown cause, they are not, except in a single in- 
stance, advised. The names of the brethren are inserted in the 
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tabular view of mission stations, agreeably to their appointment ; 
nevertheless, some of them may have declined accepting it. 

Brother H. B. Hayward is our missionary at Lagrange and 
Bolivar. Circumstances arising from the location of the meeting- 
house in the former, and causes of a different character at the 
latter of these places, have contributed to limit his usefulness. | 
He, however, does not seem discouraged, but from his last com- 
munication, was contemplating the increase of his operations, by 
augmenting the means, by which it is hoped, the gospel may yet 
more generally and powerfully influence the people to piety and 
to usefulness, and advance them to all the privileges of the 
household of faith. Although not permitted to report an en- 
couraging measure of success, our brother thinks that the state 
of things in the field of his labours is slowly improving. 

As your Committee suppose, that by the favour of their re- 
spected correspondent in ‘T'ennessee, a proposition is before the 
convention of that state, which will probably be agreeable to that 
body, and which will greatly facilitate our operations, the hope 
is indulged, that hereafter we may have better things to report 
from this field ;—things which accompany salvation. : 

Kentucky. Brother Reuben Morey is our missionary at 
Louisville, in this state. He spent about the first half of the cur- 
rent year at Madison, in Indiana, from which place he came to 
Louisville, and commenced preaching for the second Baptist 
church in that city. Under his. labours the church and congre- 
gation have increased ; to the former, seven members have been 
added. The brethren speak well of their minister, and appear 
to hold him in high esteem for his work’s sake. 

Respect for the brethren in Kentucky in general, affectionate 
attachment to such of them as are personally known, together 
with a desire to ‘witness a more enlarged and liberal activity in 
the cause of Christ in that state, have induced the Committee to 
hope for their more extensive co-operation in the cause of Home 
Missions. It is, therefore, respectfully suggested to these bre- 
thren, that our union in our denominational exertions, to supply 
the destitute with the ministry of the gospel, would be peculiarly 
agreeable to us; and we would rejoice in the accession to this 
good cause of the talents, piety, and influence, which they could 
So easily bring to, and so profitably employ, in one united and 
harmonious effort to preach Christ to the people. 

Although not immediately within the purview of this report, 
we feel pleasure in noticing the union of the papers, hitherto 
_ known as the Baptist Banner, Western Pioneer, and. the Baptist, 

in one paper: called the Baptist Banner and Western Pioneer ; _ 
and published at Louisville, Kentucky. 'The ability with which 
Its editorial department is conducted, the various societies, of — 
which it is the useful organ of communication with the public ; 
variety and excellence of the religious communications which 
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enrich its columns ; and the fervency of the exhortations to every 

good work, which it addresses to its readers, assure us of its use- 

fulness ; and induce the hope, that more frequent touches may 

- hereafter keep more bright the chain of Christian fellowship 
which binds us together. 

Missouri. In this state, the Society have had, during the cur- 
rent year, thirteen missionaries. A part of these labour under 
the direction of the Franklin Mission Association, an active and 
useful auxiliary of the society. | 

In contemplating the condition of the denomination in this 
state, although there are some things to deplore, yet there is much 
that demands our devout acknowledgments and gratitude to God, 
for the repeated and great blessings which he has granted to the 
labours of our missionaries. Seasons of protracted service seem 
to have been peculiarly blessed to the souls of men. The in- 
stances of conversion and of baptisms reported, as having oc- 
curred at these meetings, are numerous. One of our mission- 
aries, Alvin P. Williams, baptized during the year, one hundred 
and thirty-one persons. 

After enumerating some things which have been accomplished, — 
by the instrumentality of the ministry of the gospel, and deplor- 
ing the inactivity of some in the cause of missions, one of our 
missionaries piously laments, that “ many souls are on the way 
to wo and ruin.” <A statement which is deplorable, because true, 
and alarming, because of the value of those souls, and of their 
exposure to the wrath that is to come! Beholding their peril, 
and seeking their rescue, the missionary goes forth in their midst 
preaching the gospel, and rejoices, as he finds that God by the ~ 
foolishness of preaching, saves them that believe. On the im- 
portance of a ministry alike enlightened and faithful, the same 
writer observes, that “if we could have faithful ministers to— 
preach to all our churches, who had the cause of Christ deeply at 
heart, and who would study to show themselves approved unto 
God, rightly dividing the word of truth, there would be no difli- 
culty in inducing many to believe Bible truth.” A sentiment, 
the mere reiteration of which might be useful, until it was far more 
generally accredited, and until prayer was everywhere present- 
ed to God, that He would send forth more labourers, for the har- 
vest is great, and the labourers are few. __ 

In the city of St. Louis, one of the most important places in the 
Valley of the Mississippi, it appears, that the Baptist church has 
been steadily, though slowly, advancing. When the location, 
character, and future influence of this place, are considered, It 
must be a subject of religious gratification, that the church there 
is augmenting in numbers, and as we believe, increasing in the 
knowledge of God ; while every year is advancing their strength, 
so that soon they will be able to dispense bountifully the blessings 
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of a pious and enlightened ministry, to those who are far beyond 
them, in the distant and mighty West. is 2 

The society has in this state also, two auxiliaries, whose 
object is to sustain missionaries. ‘The first of these, the Baptist 
Home Mission Society of Cape Girardeau, sustains two mission- 
aries, one of whom, Peter Williams, is under appointment by the 
Parent Society ; and is by it partially supported : the second is 
the Baptist Domestic Missionary Society of St. Louis county. 
The last named society was recently constituted, and brother R. 
N. Herndon has been appointed to labour under its direction : 
and in sustaining him, they are also assisted by the Parent So- 
ciety. 

We think, that to these societies, the field is white to the har- 
vest, and our prayer is, that entering it as they do, they may reap 
and gather wages unto eternal life. | 

The Committee deeply regret, that at a time at which the 
prospects in Missouri are so cheering, that reward follows imme- 
diately in the footsteps of labour, several of their useful mission- 
aries are leaving the field, in consequence of an inadequate sup- 
port. Our brethren have not acted under a mercenary spirit, 
but have been compelled to leave the work of preaching as mis- 
Sionaries, in obedience to the law which requires a man to pro- 
vide for his own household. Nor, should this subject pass with- 
out a serious inquiry, whether the friends of the Home Mission 
cause have done all which it demands of them. Friends and 
brethren, the question addresses itself to us all; is it desirable, is 
it necessary, at a time when the calls are numerous and impor- 
tunate, and when the churches are flourishing under their minis- 
try, and sinners are converted to God, that our missionaries, for 
want of daily bread, should find it necessary to turn their atten- 
ion to secular business?) | 

Illinois. In this state, the society has had twenty-three mis- 
sionaries during the current year. 'Two of their number have 
been removed by death. Several of our brethren have also, dur- 
ing the year, been afflicted with distressing cases of sickness, 
which has greatly limited their ability to perform their duties as 
ministers of the gospel, and of course, their usefulness. Amoiig 
these, brother John M. Peck, our agent, was brought low, but the 

td helped him; and we rejoice in his restoration to health, 
and to his accustomed labours. -'The convention in this state is 
a well organized body; zealously engaged in the promotion of 

the objects embraced in the various benevolent societies. 
he convention has, we are pleased to observe, adopted the 
plan of designating a missionary to itinerate in each association. 
This course will probably, best secure the supply of the destitute 
within their respective limits; and the proper persons being ap- 
pointed to this service, religion will, under their ministry, hap- 
pily advance, and the resources of the churches will be more 
| | 
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generally elicited and combined to strengthen each other and the 

convention ; and to dispense the gospel to all men. 

Of the condition of the denomination in this state, your Com- 

mittee are well advised, and entertain the opinion, that the Di- 

vine blessing has rested upon the labours of your missionaries, 
Brother J. M. Peck, in performing the duties of his agency, 


made laborious tours, almost up to the time of his illness, 


He informs us, that “the present attitude of the churches at 
Fountain Creek and Waterloo, in Monroe county, affords a happy 
illustration of the good effects of timely missionary aid on our 
western population. Both now have pastors, which. they par- 
tially support according to their ability, and by the aid of three 
licensed preachers, are establishing meetings in remote, very des- 
titute, and wicked settlements ; where God is now at work, and 
a happy and surprising change has been effected. I will repeat 
what I have often said, that the field of missionary operation in 
this state, is enlarging every day, and whitening for the harvest, 
and that instead of twenty, we really need fifty missionaries, to 
supply: the destitute churches and settlements.” 

While encouragements to continue our labours are thus af- 
forded us, the destitution of large and interesting regions of coun- 
try asks our immediate aid, and which, being afforded, receives 
in the blessing of God, its reward. Oneof our missionaries men- 
tions, that on arriving at a place at which a meeting was to be 


- held, he found the people assembled together, to pray for the in- 


fluences of the Divine Spirit to rest upon them. A practice, 
which, as it is a duty, ought never to be omitted; and if consi- 
dered as a privilege, it would be enjoyed to such an extent, as 
“ene to enrich the souls of all concerned, and give to their la- 

urs an unction, and a power, only to be derived from heaven. _ 
Another correspondent informs us, that a meeting having been 
appointed at Georgetown, Randolph county, after it continued 
several days, it became deeply interesting ; the concourse was 
large and solemn ; that five converts were baptized, and a church 
of fifteen members was constituted, to which, in a few days, two 


others were added on the succeeding Sabbath. 


Another of our brethren, gives us the following interesting 


preaching scene. The meeting was held in Pike county, at 


Pleasant Vale. We had no meeting-house, but log huts were 
erected around the preaching ground: the preaching stand was 
raised on two logs, under a wide spread oak; a beautiful spring 
rising in the vicinity, formed a creek which skirted one side of 


_ the ground we occupied, and furnished the most agreeable con- 


venience for baptizing ; the shade of the trees which skirted the 
adjoining wood, a clear sky, and the presence of a large, serious, 
inquiring, delighted congregation, tégether with the generous 
hospitality which was ‘used on the occasion, all contributed to 
render this a meeting of most interesting character : but, the best 


4 
re | 
g 
‘ 
ay ; 


35 


of all was, God was there in power and much mercy : it was 
indeed a peculiar season of re ae to Christians, and many 
were convinced and converted to God. Think, dear brethren, 
of the convocation of such a meeting ; the time, the place; per- 
haps the preacher’s name is announced, and the meeting becomes 
the principal topic of conversation through a large section of 
country ; hope and desire produce anxiety to be present; the 
time approaches, and the assembly convenes. ‘They have tra- 
velled from various directions, perhaps some five or ten miles, 
but, they have been moved by a disposition to attend the meet- 
ing, that may be all; but God who knows the hearts, knows the 
necessities of men, and blessed be his name, pours out his Spirit 
upon them; they see their lost condition ; they inquire what they 
must do to be saved, they are directed to Jesus Christ, believe in 
his name, and are filled with the joys of his salvation. The de- 
lightful, the holy influence of such a meeting, amounts to the 
purification of an entire neighbourhood ; the obdurate are ren- 
dered penitent, prodigals are reclaimed, the broken hearted are 
healed, the licentious become moral, and the apostate recalled 
from his wanderings, occupies no more the paths of moral va- 
grancy, but delights to abide in the temple of God. Such re- 
sultsof the ministry of the gospel, as they give to society its 
purest, most useful members, and its loveliest aspect, are the re- 
ward of the philanthropy, benevolence, and zeal in the cause of 
Christ, which sustain that ministry. As they impart the hope 
of immortality, they attach us to heaven, and present the attesta- 
tion of the Spirit of God to His own truth. Who would not 
feel it an honour in this cause to embark his talents and means, 
and incessantly add to both his fervent prayers? 'T'o our mis- 
sionaries, peculiar trials sometimes occur, in the attempt to dis- 
charge their duties. Sometimes they are in trouble, in conse- 
quence of the hostility of evil men to the gospel. One of our 
missionaries gives us the following account. “ Having an appoint-— 
ment in the court house at —, a Roman Catholic was hired 
to keep the preacher and the people out of the court house. He 
accordingly took two guns, which he loaded, and swore that he 
would shoot the first preacher that darkened the door. Apprized 
of these movements, we met in the suburbs of the town, under ~ 
the shade of a beautiful elm tree; where I blew the silver trum- 
pet of the gospel to a crowd of attentive hearers. Being soli- 
cited to preach again, I consented, and expect to attend frequently 
In this destitute waste, to try to gather the stray sheep of the fold, 
and feed them.” | 

In several instances appearances of revival have followed the 
labours of our missionaries ; we have only room for that which 
occurred at Chicago, under the ministry of brother Thomas 
Powell, our missionary at Vermilionville, Lasalle county. “I 
have just completed the labour of fifteen days successive preach 
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ing with the church in Chicago; I found the church in a ve 
low and dispirited condition. The Lord was pleased to smile 
upon the effort. Upwards of thirty professed to pass from death 
unto life ; ten have been received for baptism, and ten have pro- 
posed themselves as candidates for a future opportunity. It is 
believed the remaining converts will follow. Brother Hinton 
has the peculiar pleasure of rejoicing over three of his own dear 
children among the converts, and also over seven young ladies, 
who, as attendants in his boarding school, are members of his 
family. 'The effects of this meeting are great; the most dubious 
were constrained to acknowledge the good hand of God, as pro- 
ducing them.” : 

At least four of the missionaries hitherto in the employ of the 
society, are now either sustained by the churches to whom they 
preach, or sustain themselves, without depending upon appropri- 
ations from your treasury. On the subject of ministerial sup- 
port, we beg leave to say, that it is no part of the object of the 
Society to attempt to support missionaries where churches are 
able themselves to sustainthem. ‘The Society, on the contrary, 
seeks the destruction of religious apathy, if it exists, and its pre- 
vention, if it does not, by exciting the churches, and those 
_ friendly to the support of the gospel ministry, to a healthful and 
liberal action on this subject. We think there are churches in 
this state, which are capable of deriving profit from an attentive 
consideration of this subject. ‘To them, it is respectfully sub- 
mitted, with the request, so to act upon it now, as to devise liberal 
things, that by liberal things they may stand. , 

Indiana. 'The Society have had during the current year, ten 
missionaries in Indiana. They labour in connexion with our 
auxiliary, the General Association of Indiana. Of this number, 
two will no longer depend upon the Parent Society for support. 
Brother William Rees will act as the agent of the association, 
_ and Brother Joshua Currier will be sustained by the people of his 

charge, at Millgrove, Steuben county. : 

So far as we are informed, the churches of this state have 
shared only to a limited extent, the prosperity, which during the 
year, has been enjoyed in some of her sister states. We fear that 
the cause of religion is low, or in the language of one of our 
correspondents, some of these churches being destitute, are 
“ without life enough to look for a minister.” This is greatly to 
be deplored. With a population, which probably exceeds four 
hundred thousand, including upwards of twelve thousand mem- 
bers of our churches, with a good right to a large share of public 
influence, with the Bible in their hands, and the cause of Christ 
in their hearts; why are not our dear brethren here more active 
in publishing the gospel to the destitute ?. This state is justly re- 
garded as a very important mission field. The Committee have 
received several applications for the appointment of missionaries, 
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to which they regret that they have been able only to yield a 
partial compliance. Without the indications of the presence of 

the Divine benediction in its copiousness and power, one of our 
missionaries says, “although the additions were not large, yet the 
amount of good which has been done, can be calculated only by 
the worth of the soul, and by the duration of eternity ; sinners 
were pricked in their hearts and converted to God; and the 
church awakened out of sleep to live to God.” 

We entirely concur in the opinion of our respected corres- 
pondent, that we need for the West men of talent, experience and ~ 
deep piety ; men, who will take hold of the plough and will not 
look back. We unite in his desire, that a host of such men as 
are adapted to command the largest amount of influence, may. 
soon appear there. ‘I’o put you in possession of the manner in 
which our missionaries strive to preach, we present the follow- 
ing quotation, from one of their number. “I do think it amon 
the greatest enjoyments of my life, to hold forth the beauty, the 
glory, and the excellence of the dying love of the dear Saviour 
to perishing sinners, and to converse with them about Him. I 
amencouraged to go forward in the strength of the Lord; Oh! 
that He would make me more humble, faithful, and prayerful ; 
that I might feel my dependence .on Him for strength.” 

Our brethren have suffered severely, in some instances, in this 
State, from personal and domestic sickness. So. greatly did this 
calamity prevail, that in some instances, religious meetings were 
not attempted for two or three months, and the dead were, it is 
said, buried without the least ceremony. One of the missiona- 
ries gives conclusive evidence of the interest and zeal with 
which he is engaged to preach Jesus Christ, by stating, that as 
“he was not able for several years to procure a horse, he pursued 
his journey through bad roads on foot; and sometimes steered 
his course by a compass through ‘the woods, to find the place of 
his appointment. “J have,” says he, “several times travelled 
twelve miles out to preach, and back again the same day, and 
waded a stream, in which the water was more than knee 
deep ; when the ground was covered with snow.” After thus 
enduring hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ, until by 
“constant exposure to wet and cold his limbs are stiffened,” he 
says, “he, at the age of fifty-eight ycars, sometimes travels 
on foot to fulfil his appointments, and feels the inconvenience 
the less, because he has been long accustomed to look beyond 
this world for support.” 

It would be superfluous to remark, that such men deserve our 
Confidence ; that they should find an interest in our prayers and 

liberally share our benefactions, is demanded by the superior de- 
Votedness, with which they perform duties which are arduous, 
and of the first importance to the community, and by their own - 
pressing necessities. We doubt, if in any cause, the practice of 
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self-denial occurs so frequently, or so often amounts to a presen- 
tation of the body and soul, a living sacrifice to God, as in the 
cause of missions. . We hope our friends at the West, and our 
contributors atthe East, will see to it, that the hardships of mi- 
nisters are not increased for want of means to sustain them: 

We entirely concur in the opinion expressed by the General 
Association of this State, that “labourers are wanted to thrust 
in the sickle, and gather fruit unto eternal life, Error, under va- 
rious garbs, is making rapid strides through the country, and 
many of our churches are in their destitute, divided, and lan- 
mune condition, exposed to its influence. What plan can be 

evised, in the present state of the Churches, better calculated to 
unite them in the faith of the gospel, and insure the speedy 
triumph of truth, than Home Missions? We answer none.” 

Ohio. ‘Uhe Society have, during the year, had eighteen 
missionaries in Ohio. It is pleasing to observe, a very great im- 
provement in the prospects, and operations of the Convention of 
this State. Its board has been removed from Cincinnati to 
Granville ; as has its useful paper, the Cross and Journal, like- 
wise. ‘T'his State presents a great and good field for missiona- 


Ty exertion. In some places the Churches languish, the peo- 


ple are uninstructed, destitute; of these, some seem scarcely 
sensible of their prostrate condition, while others, with argu- 


ment and entreaty, present the imploring cry, “come over and 
help us.” | 


The Committee consider the recent operations of the State 
Convention, as of great importance, not only because of the im- 
mediate good which will be done by a very great increase of 
means, with which it has been blessed, but, as also, putting the 
denomination in the State in possession of a knowledge of their 
very respectable resources, and by exhibiting to her neighbours 
of the Western sisterhood, the excellence of a well digested sys- 
tem of effective Village Preaching. This may be justly regard- 
ed as a proposal to take, and to possess, the strong positions of 


_ the State, in the name of the Lord: and as soon as the Society, 


and its useful auxiliaries, can carry this plan into effect, glad- 


‘ness will be diffused through all the ranks of our friends, and we 


will together thank God and take courage. 

The labours of brother Reuben Winchell, who suggested the 
Village plan, have been very successful in its support. For this 
purpose we believe, he obtained a subscription of $7,500, pay- 
able in five years, in equal annual payments. With the ex- 
ception of a small portion of the year, brother Winchell per- 
formed the duties of his agency, under an appointment of the 
Convention. He found a great and an open doox for usefulness 
here; he entered it, and found the prospects brightening every 
day. He says, “the Village plan is both needed and popular.— 
It is needed, to retrieve the Baptist cause in the principal places 
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in the State, to give the denomination a character, to weave the 
denomination together, and prepare them for every other good 
object, which may enlist their united and holiest energies.” 

One of our correspondents informs us, that being accustomed 
to distribute Tracts, ‘in some instances he found large families 
where a tract could not be read by any one of their number, and 
that he was obliged to rely entirely on oral communication of 
Bible truth. They must for sometime to come, rely upon the 
lips of the living teacher for instruction in religion and morals.” 
It does not appear, that the number of revivals has during the 
year been great at our mission stations, Yet, in some instances, 
a very agreeable state of prosperity has resulted to the churches, 
from the instrumentality of our missionaries. We make with 
pleasure a few extracts. Brother J. L. Richmond, of Conneaut, 
Ashtabula county, informs us, “that the Lord has graciously 
revived his work in this village, and that he has had the pleasure 
of baptizing seventeen, and of receiving twenty-five by letter, ex- 
perience, and restoration, and that, he expects others to come — 
forward.” Brother J. O. Birdsall, has experienced a pleasant 
state of things at Perrysburg, and he informs us, that he has 
had the pleasure of baptizing thirty-six persons. Brother T’. R. 
Cressy, at Columbus, has found the Church revived, and has 
baptized thirty-seven. Brother Jacob Baily, of Richmond City, 
writes us, “immediately after entering on my labour, I com- 
menced a tour of visiting indiscriminately, and soon found an 
inreasing interest among professors on the subject of religion; 
and althongh Iam not enjoying a revival, yet, there are some 
indications of one. I attend four or five religious meetings 
during the week, and they have been generally interesting.” 

‘The Committe are decidedly of the opinion, that the labours of 
the missionaries in Ohio, although, unrequited by very large ac- 
cessions to the churches, have nevertheless been greatly bene- 
ficial. They think, that with a zeal commendable and exem- 
plary, they have abounded in the work of the Lord. They an- 
ticipate from their augmented strength, more vigorous efforts to 
promote the cause of Christ, in the ensuing year; and pray that 
upon those efforts, the blessing of God may so copiously rest, 
that even the feeble may become strong, and the small one a 
strong nation. 

Pesides sustaining the missionaries, as above expressed, the 
Society has appropriated one hundred dollars, to assist the Rocky 

iver Association in sustaining the ministry of the gospel.— 
This body is situated in the northern part of the State, and has 
In five years, increased from one hundred and sixty, to twelve 
hundred and fifty-eight members. 

Michigan. The Society have had during the year, ten 
missionaries under appointment in this State. ‘Their success 
has been restricted by the embarrassments, which have seriously 


| 


40 


affected the business community generally. ‘The disadvantages 
under which our brethren have laboured, have been met with a 
becoming spirit of fortitude ; and with a zeal, which has sought 
to surmount them in the name of the Lord. A correspondent 
informs us, that the state of religion in Michigan, is in general 
low; ‘but, he says, “that a number of the churches have 
through the mercy of God, received refreshing seasons and pleas- 
ing additions.” Another correspondent writes, “I think the pros- 
pects of our denomination, are constantly brightening in this 
State. We have had some precious revivals during the winter.” 
A brother from Mount Clemens, writes to us, “that God has 
been merciful to his Church in this place. On the first day of 
March, I commenced a succession of meetings, and God came 
down in power, so that almost the whole community were with 
one accord convened for the worship of God; inquiring what 
they must do to be saved. ‘Truly it was a glorious exhibition of | 
the grace of God. Ihave passed through very powerful revivals, 
- but never witnessed one like this. But very few in that settle- 
ment, remain in an unconverted state. ‘The influences of the 
Holy Spirit, were like a rushing mighty wind, sweeping alike © 
the old man of fifty, or sixty years, and the child of ten, or 
twelve. As the fruits of this revival we have reason to hope 
that about fifty precious souls were converted.” By the favour of 
a correspondent at Mount Vernon, we are informed, that such 
have been the displays of grace, that “the powers of darkness 
have not been able to make a successful resistance: that the 
word of God has triumphed, and been made mighty through 
Him, to the pulling down of strong holds: for the old man of 
more than threescore years, in common with the man of busi. 
ness, the gay and giddy youth, and the child have bowed be- 
neath its power, and through the sanctifying influence of the 
Holy Spirit are now the joyful disciples of our crucified Re- 
deemer.” 

Our missionaries encounter perils in their journey, and labour 
industriously. Prother Robert Powell, writes us as follows: “1 
rode to Medina, and collected some money; then to Greenville, 
in Ohio, wading marshes over my boots, and leading my horse, 
as I dared not to ride. I arrived on Saturday evening, and 
preached ; and on Lord’s day, I preached four times.” In en- 
during exposure, privation and toil, they are cheered by the . 
_ hope of usefulness which their various fields of labour present, and 
by the affectionate. interest, which the people manifest in their 
ministry. Accustomed, as many have been, to hear the gospel, 
and desirous, as all are of the enjoyment of so great a blessing, 
they are unwilling to live without it. Living at distances re- 
mote from each other, at the time of the meeting, they are fre- 
quently seen, with all the interest of ardent expectation, hasten- 
ing to assemble as to a feast of fat things. 
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Notwithstanding that the Convention of this State, and the 
Churches generally, have been able only to attain toa limited 
degree of usefulness during the current year, the Committee 
agree with their correspondents in the opinion, that prospects are 
improving, that better days are about to dawn on Michigan. 
Encouraged by the experience of the past, and by the hope of 
the future, they feel that this portion of the field which they seek 
to cultivate, invites to diligence, to liberality, and to prayerful 
perseverance ; and promises a reward in the gratified conscious- 
ness of doing good, in the salvation of souls, and in the unmea- 
sured benediction of the Most High, which shall distinguish and 
honour devoted piety. 

Wisconsin Territory. 'The Society have two missionaries in 
this newly settled country. It is, as yet, but partially known. 
A superior judge of mission fields tells us, that Wisconsin pre- 
sents the most inviting field for Home Missions, which he ever 
witnessed. He asks the question, when will the eastern churches 
learn and feel the importance of Home Mission efforts? The 
- destitution of the ministry is great ; we have but three preachers’ 
in eighteen counties. Society here is in its infancy, but it is the 
infancy of future greatness ; of this fact, the enterprise of the 
people, and their rapid increase by immigration, are conclusive 
proof. A convention was held on the 5th of last October, at 
Milwaukee, of delegates from the several Baptist churches of 
Central Wisconsin, for the purpose of forming a Baptist Associa- 
tion. ‘The Convention agreed to form an association, adopted a 
constitution, and styled the newly organized body, the First Bap- 
tist Association of Wisconsin. Its constituent members were 
seven churches. Our brethren have but one frame meeting- 
house in the territory. In the language of our correspondent, 
“ All are beginning the world anew, but prospects are good, and 
with the blessing of God, and some ministering brethren, to lay 
the foundation of Zion’s walls here, a series of blessings will flow 
down to future generations in all ages.” Our ministers are 
encouraged by the attendance at their meetings, of persons who | 
come from the distance of nine miles, and are drawn by oxen ! 

Occupying this large field, and subject as they are, to the calls 
ofa widely extended population, the services of our brethren must 
be generally those of itinerants. One of them las, to some ex- | 
tent, supplied four counties, and the other has evinced a good 
degree of activity in the field of his toils. The Committee enter- 
tain no doubt, on the subject of the importance of increasing the 
number of appointments to this new field, as soon as circum- 
Stances permit. Indeed, our missionary, Brother Kk. Mathews, 
Writes earnestly, requesting us to send them. help. He. says, 
“Come brethren, do something-more for Wisconsin ; do not let 
three of us labour alone ; encourage us by sending to our aid at 

east One missionary in the spring.” 
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lowa Territory. In this new and interesting Territory, the 
Society has but one missionary, Brother Alexander Evans. As 
this Territory is but partially known, it may be proper to re- 
_ mark, that it has sixteen organized counties, some of which are 
supposed to have a population ef between four and five thousand. 
A correspondent, who is fully entitled by his long practised ob- 
- servation to confidence, informs us, that “It is of essential im- 
portance that the Executive Committee should have their atten- 
tion directed to this new field, ripe, fully ripe, for a glorious har- . 
vest. ‘I'he population are intelligent and enterprising, and will — 
‘go ahead’ in some form ; and if truth does not get immediate 
foothold, error will. A dozen active missionaries at least, are 
needed in this territory. At a small expense a foundation may 
be laid, on which a glorious superstructure may be reared. Po- 
pulation at the rate of two or three hundred per day, are coming 
in. Ihave never before seen a country, in so short a space of 
time, turned from a wilderness into fine farms. What a field for 
cultivation !” 
The entire population of the Territory is estimated at twenty- - 
five thousand souls, and we are informed by a resident corres- 
pondent, that there is but one Baptist preacher in it, and he is lo- 
cated two hundred and fifty miles south of his residence. Seve- 
ral families, who removed thither three or four years since, have — 
heard but one sermon from a Baptist preacher in all that time. 
‘The Committee have been solicited to make appointments to 
Iowa, but neither the funds in the-treasury, nor the prospect of 
funds to be supplied, has been such as to admit of their com- 
pliance. | 
At Dubuque, to which we have been solicited to appoint a 
missionary, the population is about one thousand in town, and 
the country is thickly settled. In this vicinity, we are told, there 
are about twenty members. Our correspondent says, “ We think 
a pious and energetic brother of our faith and order, could do 
much ; the people are favourable to the Baptist cause, and ask 
why we do not form a church; but we can only answer, we have 
no leader ; we have noone to bind us into a bond of brotherhood, 
and to preach unto us the words of eternal life.” | 
Brother A. Evans, your missionary, has baptized several per- 
sons at different places in the field of his labours ; which is ne- 
cessarily for the present, in the absence of auxiliaries, too large 
to permit him to devote much labour to any one place. He con- 
siders his congregations good, and has been much engaged in 
“ visiting and trying to soothe the sorrows of the sick bed, with 
the consolations of the gospel.” It is probably not to be expected 
that we shall reap much from this field of lively promise, until 
we sow more bountifully the good seed. When, dear brethren, 
shall we awake to the increasing importance ef the great work of 
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preaching Jesus Christ to "sae and rapidly increasing popu- 
lation of our country, and of the provinces in its vicinity ? : 

Upper Canada. In this province, the Society have eight 
missionaries. Very serious interruptions of their labours, and 
limitations of their success, have been suffered, in consequence 
of the political and warlike troubles, which have afflicted the 
province. Yet so far as circumstances permitted, our brethren 
have prosecuted their labours with zeal, although, amidst many 
discouragements. In many instances the great anxiety produced 
by the horrors of war, by the disruption or suspension of — 
business, in connexion with the relaxation of morals, not easily 
avoided, in a state of actual warfare, have caused religion to 
languish. Alarmed by the dangers of war, many have sought a 
more secure abode, and thus by removal, the churches and con- 
gtegations are weakened. 'The Upper Canada Baptist Maga- 
ine, a useful periodical, which was issued by their Convention, 
is for the present suspended. In this portion of the great field 
occupied by the Society, the evil influence of Romanism, is in 
some instances severely felt; and in all, so far as it obtains, it 
prevents inquiry, and substituting a blind and bigoted attach- 
ment to error, for the light and love of truth, it leads the deluded — 
votary on in darkness, to an inextricable depth in pravity and 
wo. With this evil, whose name is monster, and the cognomen 
of whose multitudinous agencies is legion, our brethren in Up- 
per Canada have to contend. : iy 

In consequence of the absence of brother William Rees, the 
agent of the Society, on a voyage to England, brother John 
Oakley, was appointed to the agency in Upper Canada. He 
entered upon the duties of his agency, travelled extensively 

among the churches, and from house to house, exciting the 
brethren to an increased activity, but was not privileged to find 
the churches in a gratifying state of religious improvement, or, 
much disposed by the contribution of their means, to sustain 
those exertions in which as a people they had engaged. This 
is justly attributable to the general paralysis, which has been 
produced by the war. He found the destitution great, and the 
desire for missionaries prevalent and anxious. 

One of our correspondents informs us of a very agreeable 
state of things at Toronto. He says, “ Our church is growing in 
grace, and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ; and their works 
of faith and labours of love are more abundant. Our Sabbath 
school classes are increasing, and the children are making pro- 
gress in the knowledge of divine things. Our congregation 
still continues as large as usual, and we ot truth is making 
impressions on their minds, never to be eradicated.” 

_The Committee think that our brethren here, have peculiar 
_ Gaims on our sympathy, prayers, and benefactions. ‘These 
arse Out of their local circumstances, their being subjected to 
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public commotion.; from the imperfection of their. denomina- 
tional organization, and their consequent defective co-operation, 
and, from the very low state of religionamong them. Although, 
not of our own nation, they are our near neighbours, speak our 
language, and belong to the household of faith. In their midst 
are souls ready to perish, equally precious with those of others; 
let us then, continue and abound in the work of preaching Jesus 
Christ to them, as the way of life. | Tee 

Lower: Canada. uring the year, the Society have had 
seven missionaries in Lower Canada. These, with a single ex- 
ception, have been sustained by the Vermont Baptist State Con- 
vention. Of the six missionaries sustained by the Convention, 
five have laboured in this province the entire year, and brother 
Jonathan Baldwin, about four months. He subsequently per- 
formed the duties of a collecting agency, in Vermont, for the 
Convention. These brethren labour under the direction of the 
Convention. As we are but poorly advised about the operations 
of our brethren in Lower Canada, we avail ourselves of the re- 
port of our auxiliary, the Convention in the State of Vermont. 
The Lower Canada mission, now includes nine churches, two 
of which havebeen organized during the past year. These 
nine churches, contain upwards of four hundred members, and ex- 
erta very salutary influence in the places where they are located. 
Some of these churches will need aid. for several years; others 
will soon sustain themselves. Your Lower Canada missiona- 
ties, besides organizing two churches, have ordained one evan- 
gelist, and baptized about twenty persons. They all speak of the 
unfavourable influence, arising from political excitement, which 
has greatly impeded their labours. : 

Brother Peter Chase is sustained by the parent Society, for a 
limited period, in this Province. He listened to the repeated so- 
licitations of his destitute brethren, and said that they must 
have help. As brother Chase was but recently appointed, we — 
are not yet advised of his labours. With the anticipated re- 
turn of political tranquillity, the probability of larger measures 
of success in the Province, will encourage our brethren to re- 
double their exertions, and we trust a gracious Providence will 
mete out to them a large reward, in the promotion and enjoy- 
ment of religion, and in the salvation of souls. 


DEPUTATION TO ENGLAND. 


Brother William Rees, of Brantford, Upper Canada, and bro- 
ther James Johnston, of Drummondsville, of the same Province, 
having been deputed by the Upper Canada Baptist Convention, 
to England, to solicit funds for the establishment of a lite- 
rary and theological Institution at Beamesville, in that Province, 
they visited New York, about the middle of July, ultimo, and 
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made known to the Executive Committee the object'of their mis- 
sion to England. Providential circumstances prevented brother 
Johnston from embarking, and induced him to return to Canada. 
The Executive Committe, fully apprized of the great import- 
ance of supplying the Canadas with an intelligent and pious 
ministry, which should be educated in that country, went into 
the consideration of the subject, to promote which, the deputa- 
tion had been sentto them. ‘They were gratified to learn, that the 
liberality of brother John Beames, of Beamesville, had induced 
him to offer the Baptist denomination a hundred acres of land, 
suitably situated for the purpose of erecting and sustaining a 
literary and theological Institution, if means could be obtained 
toaccomplish that object. Believing, that it is desirable to se- 
cure the above property to the cause of ministerial education in 
Canada, the Committee entertained the subject of the deputation, 
with peculiar interest; and brother Charles G. Sommers, a 
member of the Executive Committee, was affectionately. and 
earnestly desired to associate himself with the deputation, asa 
representative of the American Baptist Home Mission Society ; 
believing, that should the deputation be successful, it would se- 
cure the promotion of sound knowledge, and pure religion in 
the British dependencies in North America. 1 

Brother Sommers, complied with the solicitation of the Com- 
mittee, and the deputation embarked for England; and con- 
ducted by Him, who holds and controls the winds and the waves 
of the ocean, arrived safely. 7 

Upon their arrival, our brethren were kindly received by the 
brethren upon whom they called; and they were afforded an 
opportunity of presenting the object of their mission to the 
Committee of the Baptist Canadian Mission Society, in London. 
That Committee felt so much interest in the deputation, as kind- 
ly to entertain the propositions which our brethren respectfully 
presented to them; and the Committee issued a printed circu- © 
lar, addressed to the denomination in England, to excite their 
united liberality in behalf of the contemplated Institution at 
Beamesville. ‘The circular says, “that the Canadas have pe- 
culiar claims, and that christians in this country, (England,) 
ought deeply to feel the urgent nature of the present appeal, ad- 
mits not of a question ;” and affectionately recommends the ob- 
ject which the deputation sought to promote, to the churches 
throughout the land. | | 

Brother Sommers, having fully performed the service con- 
templated in his appointment, returned to his pastoral avocations, 
and to his official duties as an officer of the American and Fo- 
telgn Bible Society. He left brother Rees to carry out in detail 
the business of the deputation. As in its introduction, this had 
heen welcomed by the London Committee, and had received a 
public expression of their warm commendation, every thing 


looked auspicious ; but the political perturbations in Canada soon 
ensued; and brother «Rees returned to the United States — 
- There is, however, reason to believe, that.an impression was 

made upon the minds of our brethren, in Great Britain, favoura- 
ble alike to the cause of American Home Missions, and of minis- ~ 
terial education. It may be proper here to observe, that, as our 
brethren in England, are the well known, enlightened, and libe- 
ral friends of intelligence ; and more particularly, of intelligence 
connected with piety, holding forth its light upon the pathway of | 
the bewildered and benighted, and guiding them to Jesus Christ | 
and to heaven; and, as in this instance, these advantages are 
sought for the people of their own Province, the hope is still in- 
dulged, that at an early day, propitious circumstances will give 
facilities to their liberality, and that in the name of the God of 
Israel, they will arise and build. 


APPLICATIONS FOR AID. 


Of these the Committee have received a large number, with 
which in consequence of their limited funds, they have been 
under the disagreeable necessity of refusing to comply. It would 
have been to them, a most felicitous circumstance, if the state 
of their treasury had admitted of their ready and generous. 
compliance. Indeed, convinced as they are, of the importance 
of several States in our own happy confederacy, in which the 
Society has few, or no missionaries, it has given them pain, that 
they have not been able to respond to their requests for appropria- 
tions, with such a degree of liberality, as is demanded by the 
destitution of their brethren, and fellow citizens. The Com- 
mittee sympathize with their brethren; their sensibilities have 
_ been frequently excited, when, in reply to most imploring re- 
quests for aid to support a minister in towns, counties, or even 
larger sections of country, in which in some instances, there 
was no preaching, they have been under the necessity of saying, 
our funds are exhausted; we cannot assist you. Conceive to 
hase brethren, the little band in the far West, having 

eard of the Society, hope is enkindled, that although they 
dwell far from the house of God, they may yet be permitted to 
hear the gospel. They assemble together, form a prayer meet- 
ing to ask of God a minister. They address a letter to the So- 
ciety; the time for the hoped for reply approaches ; every mail is 
watched, examined ; it is an hour of thrilling interest; the eye 
sparkles, the bosom heaves with hope ; the letter arrives, the 
‘Seal is broken, the heart palpitates between hope and fear, the 
letter is read, and sadness is diffused throughout an entire re- 
gion, because they are not permitted to hear of heaven; and 


they fear they may not learn the way. 
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TEXAS. 


There is something in the commencement of national ex- 
istence, involving as it does, the weal or woe of a large num- 
ber of individuals, that gives it a supreme importance; and 
presents to philanthropic desire and effort, every thing which is 

- precious in human life, attainment, or happiness. In the birth 
of a nation, it is both natural and amiable, that large portions of 
the species regard the last born with an intensity of interest, 
which is multiplied into the opportunities which are afforded of 
doing them good. When therefore, a nation just in the attitude 
of assuming its place in the family of civil communities, is will- 
ing to receive, and earnestly implores, the best means of mould- 
ing itself to the noblest degrees of exalted virtue, it isa felicit- 
ous circumstance. ‘That ‘T'exas has sought from the Societ 
the gospel ministry, is publicly known. Your Committee felt 
no indifference on this subject. It was arranged last autumn, 
that a well known and experienced pioneer, in the service of the 
Society, brother David Orr, of Arkansas, should visit Texas.— 
For the performance of this important duty, he made his ar- 
rangements, but was nevertheless, as he believes, providentially 
prevented from going thither. 

To this country, if the denomination should place the neces- 
sary funds in the treasury, the Society will doubtless feel plea- 
sure in sending the ministers of reconciliation. An early and 
liberal effort in its behalf, might not only be effectual, with re- 
gard to the generations which are to construct its future great- 
ness, but may also give to the cause of missions an enlightened, 
and a mighty auxiliary in the work of evangelizing the nations. 
Such an attempt to preach the gospel in Texas in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, would be instrumental in the salvation 
of souls, and would thus find an infinite reward. 


TREASURY. 


The Committee avail themselves of this opportunity, to ex- 
press their gratitude to their numerous benefactors and auxilia- 
les, to whom they have during the past year, been indebted for 
means to sustain the operations of the Society. ‘They think, 

_ their appropriations have been productive of great practical 
utility. It is not conceived to be incompatible with this ex- 
pression of grateful acknowledgment, to say, that the various 
and imperious calls, which are constantly reaching us from the 
different parts of the wide field of the Society’s operations, de- 
mand a much larger sum than has ever been placed at our dis- 
posal. From the piety and intelligence, the zeal and liberality of 

1¢ denomination, the induction is as natural, and easy, as it is 
pleasant, to conclude, that our treasury will be replenished and 
increased. It will give the Committee great pleasure to see all 
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the friends of the Society making full proof of the soundness of 
this induction. As the ability of the Society to be useful, is, 
so far as the appointment and support of the missionaries is con- 
cerned, resolved into its pecuniary ability ; and as they cannot 
preach unless they be sent, it will be perceived, that the continu- 
ance and enlargement of the Society’s operaticns, depends essen- 
tially on the liberality of its friends. As it would be presump- 
tuous to hope to do good, without attempting to do it, and as the 
attempt cannot be made, without the necessary means, the sub- 
ject of supplying our treasury adequately, is of primary conse- 
quence. We know our brethren are too much attached to the 
promulgation of the gospel, to relax in their exertions to send it 
to every creature. Our hope and confidence rest on the promises 
of God, to whom belong the silver and the gold; on the good 
to be achieved in publishing the iti ; and, on the magnani- 
mous liberality of a people, who having in modern times been 
first in the cause of missions, will never desert it. 

The 'Treasurer’s Report, herewith submitted to the Society, 
renders any particularity in our statement in this place unneces- 
sary. We refer you to that report, for the amount received and 
disbursed since the last anniversary of the Society. 


TRACTS. 


Your Committee feel an enlarged confidence, in the great 
practical utility of these excellent publications. With great 
plainness of speech, yet with a neatness, which is frequently ex- 
changed, for the highest accomplishments of eloquence and of 
style, they embody those arguments which present the force of - 
truth to the mind ; they are, therefore, adapted to render the 
most important subjects pleasing, and to persuade men to be- 
lieve in Christ. ‘The missionaries of the Society, have felt great 
pleasure in the circulation of these messengers of truth. In 
consequence, however, of very limited facilities, with which to 
procure them, they have been in some instances, .confined in this 
branch of their useful labours to the small quantities which they 
could afford to purchase. This was a subject of regret. 

During the current year; the American Tract Society, has 
with a munificent liberality, placed at the disposal of the Society 
for distribution by its missionaries, siz hundred and fifty thou- 
sand pages of tts tracts. The orders for these have been ge- 
nerously furnished, and as they have been forwarded, they have 
been put into circulation; except in such instances as denied 
our brethren the opportunity of availing themselves of this. ad- 
vantage, by the great distances at which they laboured from a 
depository. | 

‘To the Baptist General Tract Society, we have again been in- 
debted for a very liberal grant of tracts. We have deeply to re- 
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et, that the difficulty of transmitting them to our missionaries, 
has prevented us from putting into circulation these very useful 
auxiliaries to the mission cause. Our brethren did not specify 
the number of pages for which we were allowed to be indebted 
to them, but left the demands of the cause, and our facilities to 
comply with them, to define the measure of their liberality in this 
instance of itsexercise. _ | | 

Our missionaries have, in their correspondence generally and 

ratefully acknowledged the very timely and generous aid thus 
afforded them. While we respectfully tender to these Societies 
our ackuowledgments, we express the hope, that the community 
will record and hold in grateful recollection, societies which 
duate their appropriations to the requisitions of a population 
already large, yet rapidly increasing ; surrounded by dangers, 
and threatened with death. We hope that the lovers of liberality 
will take care, that as these societies have devised liberal things, 
they may by liberal things stand. 

The Committee also gratefully acknowledge the receipt, by 
their deputation to England, of three volumes of the Missionary 
‘Herald, three volumes of the Periodical Accounts, and one vo- 
lume of News from Afar, the gift of the Baptist Missionary So- 
clety in London. | 

They have placed them on their shelves, and consider them an 
acquisition. 

CONCLUSION. 


1. In concluding this: report, we solicit you to continue and 
abound in the work of Home Missions, because the religion of 
Christ, which you are seeking to promote, contains the principle 
of a boundless improvement, and conducts us to a moral eleva- 
tion so high, that the transitions from glory to glory, are made by 
the Spirit of God. . | | 

In making these great attainments, that is, in passing from 
all that is sinful and pernicious, to the possession of holiness, and 
of every useful acquisition, the best talents are most usefully em- — 
ployed, while the amiable and lovely virtues receive their appro- 
priate exercise, and multiplying themselves into every degree of 
holy attainment, which is given to diligence and prayer, they 
shiie with a lustre, which is never surpassed, even in the “way 

of life, which is to the wise above, that he may escape from hell 

beneath.” True it is, that the vale of death lies stretched out 
before us in unmeasured extent. It is also true, that standing 
amidst the dead, we see that they are “ very many and very dry :” 
yet prophesying in the name of the Lord, even the dead arise 
and live before Him. © | | 

Religion is the great purifier of civil society ; it cannot co- 
exist with impurity. It is the great principle of a noble moral 
acwon ; it cannot dwell with inertion. Beginning with the pu- 
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rification of the heart, it extends its holy influence to all the fa- 
culties, and adorns the life, by advancing it to the utmost impro- 
vability allowed to our nature. Publish then, this blessed sys- 
tem, until life and purity descend from heaven, animate the 
breasts and distinguish the lives of our fellow men ; and consti- 
tute our country the joy of the whole earth, the paradise in which 
God converses and dwells with men. | 

3. To a continuance in this work with indefatigable zeal, we 
are strongly solicited, hy the existence of well adapted means for 
its advancement. 

The treasures of Potosi and Peru, the physical and moral 
world, the human family, the persons, the souls, the resources of 
men, all belong to the Most High God, the possessor of heaven 
and earth. ‘They are His, by the most original, and indefeasible 
right; the right by creation ; to which no right can be prior, or 
superior. Having purposed the salvation of sinners by Jesus 
_ Christ, He will employ the foolishness of preaching to make them 
- acquainted with the doctrines of the cross, and sustain this mi- 
nistry by every necessary means. 

The employment of means does not interfere with the Sove- 
reignty of God, in the salvation of men. When Peter preached 
on the day of Pentecost, and the assembly heard him gladly, 
neither his preaching, nor their hearing, prevented the descend- 
ing influence of the Holy Spirit, which, having turned them to 
the Prince Messiah, moved them with one consent to be baptized, 
and to be steadfast in Christ. When the Ethiopian listened to 
the preaching of Philip, or, when Lydia attended to the things 
which Paul said, no interposing influence denied the presence of 
the finger of God, to open the heart in the latter case, nor to pre- 
vent the gift of faith in the former, to a child of Ethiopia. On 
the contrary, in these, and in similar instances, the connexion of 
the means which were used, with the result which ensued, was 
_ So immediate and appropriate, as to. show an interesting relation- 

ship between them, the result of a Divine and firmly established 
organization. We believe it has never been suspected, that the 
husbandman, in committing his seed to the prepared earth, in 
obedience to a law of Providence, whichis everywhere recog- 
nised, opposed such lawby sowing, although it were bountifully ; 
nor, by waiting in hope of harvest, although it were promised. 

We conclude in the language of a great writer, “that in both 
the material and intellectual system, God works by means, and 
that according to a settled order of Divine administration.” As 
God has made “the universe His magazine of means,” let the 
missionary host go forth over the length and breadth of the land; 
thankful, that means exist so simple, that all may understand 
them; so numerous, that they may be found everywhere; and 
so well adapted to accomplish the noblest end, that even feeble- 


ness may publish the gospel, until it becomes the power of God 
to salvation. 
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3. Allow us to urge your continuance in this work, with a re- 
liance upon the Spirit of God for success. 

It is no part of the work which God requires us to perform, 
that we go forth in the spirit of the self-sufficient. Ifin that spirit, 
we attempt to publish the gospel, we oppose it; and by our un- 
skilfulness, and unfaithfulness, expose it to those who are opposed 
to missions. It ought. to excite no surprise therefore, if we are. 
rebuked and defeated, that we may learn that pride is our weak- 
ness. If in the work of Home Missions, there is such a reliance 
upon the Spirit of God, as that work demands, we will ask, and 
He will give us his Spirit. . 

This is a subject on which an American Home Mission Socie- — 
ty may dwell with propriety, as in modern times, it has pleased 
God in this country, to give His Spirit to His children in large 
measures; and with remarkable frequency. ‘This has blessed 
our churches with revivals, awakened the missionary flame, and 
excited our brethren to benevolent and holy activity. This Spi- 
rit, has already rewarded our toils; nor will his influences cease, 
until the missionary host goes forth into all the world, and there 
arises under their ministry, an exceeding great multitude; all 
inhaling the breath of life; all with lively gratitude, singing the 
praises of Him who hath redeemed them unto God by his blood. 
Dwelling as we do in the land of the second, the greater pente- 
cost, and having felt its reviviscence, and shared its gifts of life 
and joy, let us pray for their diffusion to all men. oe 

4. Lastly, the encouragements to duty, and the assurance of 
success, which the Scriptures present, furnish unspeakably strong 
inducements to preach the gospel to the poor and destitute. 

This cannot but be agreeable to God, for he has commanded 
that it be preached to all men, and blesses its faithful ministration. 
Of this, the proof is given in those blessed revivals, which have 
constituted the best of this world’s days, in the prosperity of the 
churches, and in the triumph of truth. The truth shall be con- 
ducted to victory, by a power which nothing can vanquishy 'The 
spirit of missions which is the Spirit of God, acting upon the 
ministration of the gospel, is mighty and will prevail. He will 
make the gospel the medium of eternal life to a countless multi- 
tude of souls, and in the language of an orator of our own coun- 
try, “it will take hold of both poles, it will seize the nadir and 
grasp the zenith,” it will take and keep possession of the world, un- 
til its history shall be complete and its days are numbered ; until 
the Prince Messiah shall come in the clouds of heaven, and 
occupy the throne of infinite dominion. | 


JOHN C. MURPHY, Secretary. 
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The Baptist Home Mission Soctery, in acc’t with R. W. Martin, 


To amount paid on drafts to Missionaries, Agents, and Secretaries, since 


last Report 


«« Postages, exchanges, and travelling expenses 
Printing last Report, and Certificates 


“ To rent of office 
‘ To Loans paid off 


sé Balance in notes and drafts 


Cash: *. 


By Receipts from State Conventions, &e. 


Maine, donations from individuals 
New-Hampshire, from State Convention 
individuals 


Vermont, from individuals 


Treasurer. 


Massachusetts, from State Convention . 
individuals 


Connecticut, from State Convention 
individuals 


Rhode Island, from State Convention 
individuals 


New-York, from State Convention . 
individuals and societies 


New-Jersey, from Individuals and churches 


Pennsylvania do 
Virginia do 
Maryland do 
District of Columbia do 
Ohio do 
North Carolina do 
South Carolina do 
Georgia do 
Mississippi and Alabama - 
Tennessee do 
Tilinois do 
Kentucky do 
Missouri 
Upper Canada do 


Annual Meeting, collection and donations . 


Loans and Discounts 
Various sources unknown 


Dr. 


$12,092 29 
616 68 
351 65 
225 00 

645 75 

389 54 


1,035 29 


$18,720 84 


Cr. 


$93 92 
81 87 
222 21 
304 08 
6 12 


"600 00 
556 00 


175 00 
80 00 
255 00 


80 00 
296 25 

S16 25 
4047 20 
2240 74 

538 0g 

588 80 

1680 62 

105 00 

232 00 

A472 22 

244 17 

1180 80 

146 00 

1338 50 

301 85 

72 00 

53 75 

100 00 

16 00 

249 46 

3,375 79 

146 49 


$18,720 84 
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of your ‘Commissions, 
ports, we stratl feel ‘ourselves 


the fifth attiele of said Commistion, 
preparing your annual réeports,: ‘shall: expect receive by the Ist 
lier, you ‘are respectfully requested to notice the. follew ing particdlars. 


ithout® auch 
drats as atuted: in 


“April, or 
‘How ‘months ‘will you have for ‘the Society 4 
during the then pteceding twelve-montie.? | 
‘ow many churches, congregations, or preac hing wands, have you 
Flow many chorehes asmiated orgavizing their 
“How many have been added to your chutches by baptiam ) 


$ 


Age there hopefully who have; not made an ‘open pro- 
o what benevolent intiations do your ‘people conitibate What the. aggre. 


amount? | 

How many tts ats have. you “What do. you think of their useful 

What is the: state of your Sabbath schools and Bible ¢lasace—of temperance 

other moral and re igions socicties “What numberof Sabbath school scholars 

Whatisgour impression a8 to the of the cause of Christin 
the usefulness of the ission Society, 80 far as you have 

| cases of conversions or 


to. ‘the’ ; plea: any striking cases 
gesting incidents--the of sermons you have ~ 
ing-houses built; or such journals may supply; 

is necessary that 


order that these xepe bythe first of April, 

be mailed by the 15 of amd cases. of great distance, by the Ist of 

We hope’ that. ourrent year ‘brother: wilt ‘fail promptly to.com-— 
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“FORM, OF*A- BEQUEST .TO THE SOCIET 
UPORMIOF*A BEQUEST - BTY. 


~~ 


thé. Treaswrer, forthe tinié being; of the American Bap-) 


Mission “Society, formed in the city of New-York, in the 
oF ofr Lord, one thousand eight hundred’ and thirty-two, the sum- 
purposes of said-Society, and for which. | 
restorer sll be 


- 


Reportcis'sent to: churches and friends of the Society gram 
into whose hands -it-may fall, are respectfully and eat- 


Hy. 


to secure for it asvextensive a Circulation as possible, 


“The “Treasurers ‘of Conventions, “Associations, and of Missionary 
Societies ; and the pastors*of™all “Baptist churches are respectfully 
solicited to facilitate the transimissionof moneys to our Treasurer. 


J 


BAPTIST STATE CONVENTIONS AND ASSOCIATIONS. 

. The-clerks of State Conventions, and the clerks of Associations, 

_~»are'respeetfully requested to-transmit to the Corresponding Secretary 
copies of their minutes; 


; 
* 


+5 


resolution of the Executive Gommittee, adopted on the 23d of 
May, 1832, the editors of. periodicals. published under the charge of 
the Baptist denomination, wéré \authorized to insert in their publica- 
as original matte?, all such communications as may appear in any. 
them, under the sanction of the Executive Committee. 
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